* 


' PRESERVATIVE 


Againſt the growing 


Infidelity and Apoſtacy 


OF THE 


PrESENT Ack, &c, 


* 
vo) 
1 . 
. 
——— 


0 % C 2 * 
* ge? : 0 
„ de * 
= * F 
2 DE It 
9 


* 
1 : 


1 


Of. fu * 
FS \ oF 
—— —— 0nd 


PRES E RVATIVE 


A gainſt the growing 


Infidelity and Apoſtacy 


OF THE 


PRESENT ACE. 


IN THREE 


DISCOURSES 


LATELY 
Deliver'd before the Univerſity of Oxrokp, 


at St. Mary's Church: The rwo former afterwards | 


at the "TO London. 


1 


7 8 8 P. 5. 


Rector of Albury and Godington in Oxfordſhire, 5 85 


late Fellow of C. C. C. Oxon. 


—— 


With a large Panra CE "ins 7 the late 


— Proſecution of M. oolftow 8 Blaſphemies. 


It your Speech he n with Go, ſeaſoned with Salt, that | 


ye may know how ye ought to anſwer every man, Coloſ. iv. 6. 


” Be ready always to give an anſwer to every man that aller 


you a reaſon of the hope that is in you, 1 Pet. iii. 15, N 
We alſo believe, and therefore ſpeak, 2 Cor. 4 


- They corrupt others, and ſpeak of wicked N ; their fal- | 


| "mn ts 2 the moſt High, Plal. Eri. 8. 
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XUE . * neceſary 


5 0 Zeal and Proceſs of our 
< 2 Government fr. of the 


J ; ug 4 + hs many 
other Great, and Happy advantages we 

enjoy under it, has in a more peculiar 
| manner recommended it to the love and 
eſteem of all good Men and Chriſtians ; . 
| and we have great reaſon to hope it 
Lill bring down a ſignal bleſſing on it 
| from the Gov of Heaven, whoſe eyes: Chron, 
run to and fro throughout the earth, and . 
who very nearly and narrowly obſerves 
What regard is had to his Holy name 

2 5 aud 


PREFACE. 


and honour by and in the Kingdoms and 


Governments of men. And GoD him- 


fel, and the world can witneſs, what 
and how earneſt care has been taken to 


ſuppreſs that very prophane and impi- 
ous Spirit of Infidelity, that is ſo far 
of late gone out into the world, and yet 
prevails. And though this has been 


lately done, more eminently indeed, in 


himſelf a moſt contemptible miſcreant, of 
u worth, value, regard, or conſidera- 


the notorious example of one perſon, in 


ton, yet one, that, in a looſe and dege- 


nerate age, through the fault or folly 
F others, not by any ſtrength or force 
F his own light, empty, frothy, foul, 


inſolent, impious, and infamous objecti- 


1 ons, might have been apt enough, as well 
as moſt enclin'd to do miſchief in the 
. world; and to influence the men of un- 


-% pet. i ii. 
14. 
2 Pet. iii. 
16. 


j. learn'd, ignorant, and unſtable fouls to- 


wards a own deſtruction. To this man 
noc, we ſee, the High Wiſdom and Ju- 
 ftice of our Laws, and of thoſe Great 
and Good men that are ſet over them, 
Have thought it fit and neceſſary to give 
@ ſevere and ſeaſonable rebuke, zo our 
common and greateſt comfort. 


Aud 


DIED an Ke c/o hs 
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And tis to be hoped, that none of 


theſe ill men hereafter will ever find 


our Laws too ſlack, or rhoſe that guard 


vii 


them too remiſs to put in always a © 


timely check and reprehenſion to ſuch 
outragious, impious inſolence, that thus 
ſtands in defiance of all authority both 
Sacred and Civil: Thus proudly and 


fooliſhly concluding with it ſelf, Our Pal, xi. 


tongue is our own, who is Lord over 
us ? The Law indeed muſt proceed by its 


4o 


wonted ſteps and meaſures, in a calm, 


in a great meaſure, taken upon its own 


Church of Gov, which is our preſent 
State; thoſe laws would, furely, be 


bands the ſafety and Protection of the 


thought to 1 in need of ſome com- 


| leiſurely, and regular method; but, 
ſurely, it will ever take hold of ſuch 
impiety and blaſphemy at laſt : Nor 
can there be a nobler deft Zu, or guſter 
concern for the Law to engage in, than 
Ii the defence and Protection of the 
| Goſpel of CnrI8T; both in his Holy 
word and 8 and in the great 
Honour due to his Divine and moſt ſa- 
ered name and perſon. If the Laws in 
' any Chriſtian country could not do this, 
| eſpecially where the Civil power has, 


2 . 
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pletion, or amendment. But to ſay this, 
or think ſo meanly of our Laws, would 


be a. ſevere cenſure and reflection on the 
Legiſlative power, and therefore cannot 
be here our caſe in England. There can 
be no ſuch ſuſpicion of the wiſdom and 


goodueſt of our great Law-givers, both 
now and in the former ages; nor of 
thoſe moſt juſt, learned, and admirable 
Patriots, that are entrufted with the 
Execution of our Laws at preſent, and 
preſide over them, for GoD's honour and 


the good of men, Spiritual as well as 


Temporal ; as we have found ſo lately 
to our great and general Satisfaction, 
and to their own eternal Honour. Thoſe 
Great and Worthy Perſons therefore ] 


that either promoted or proſecuted this 

0 very juſt and righteous a cauſe, had 
All the reaſon iu the world to expett a 

good Iſſue to it, and to hope to fee the 
 bappy fruits of their religious and fer- 
vent intention t0 ſo Good and Holy « | 
| purpoſe; and to, be both outwardly aud |} 
openly ſatisfied in the pro ſperous Event 
of this their pious deſign, as well as 
in the ſecret and inward conſcience of 


vor. xi. their own Integrity. The Integrity of 


the upright ſhall guide them, byt the per- 
verſeneſs 


PR E FA CE. ix 
verſeneſs of tranſgreſſors ſhall deſtroy 
them. 
There are two moſt remarkable ex- 
amples of a Devout and Religious Zeal 
in Scripture; that of Holy Phineas un- 


der the Old Teſtament, and that of Ft. 
Paul under the New, which I have often 


reflected on with a peculiar eſteem and © 


 ndmiration: And, I think, I haveGov's 
own authority for my doing fo. That 
Noble act of Phineas was not of a high, 
raſh, ungovern'd, heady zeal, as ſome 
men have vainly imagin'd, who haut 


drawn it to countenance their own bad, 


a unwarrantable practices; but tas an 
ad Authorix d by Go p himſelf, from the 


mouth of his ſervant Moſes, as our judi- 


cious and learned * Biſhop Sanderſon has *$erm.11. 


very well ſuggeſted, and I think is ff: 7 8 5 
fciently countenanc'd from the Scrip- 1 


ture text it ſelf. And bow does Almighty 


 Gop ſpeak of him on this great 0cca- 


fron! In terms of the moſt High impor- 
tance, acceptance, and regard] with the Num xxy, 
moſt Firm and Forward reſolution and 
readineſs to bleſs him for it, both in his 
perſon and family for ever! And ” ne 
Sf Paul WAS fuch a peculiar and choſen AR ix. 1g; 
B : veſſel . viii. 


X 
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veſſel to bear the name of CHRIST 
before the Gentiles, and Kings, even unto 


the ends of the earth, which is the High 
character GoD himſelf gives of him, 
and the great office he deſign'd him to, 
was, in all probability, with regard to 
that noble, ardent activity of foul, that 
ſtrong, ſprightly, fervent, conſtant ear- 
neſtneſs and zeal of his, in the propaga- 


tion and defence of Gov's Holy truth 


and honour above others. How did his 
heart burn within ham, <wwhen any occa- 


ſon of offence, of ſin or error, was of= 
fer'd to any, the leaſt of his diſtiples ! 


' 2 Cor. xi, Who is offended, ſays he, and I burn 


29. 


not? And again, that which cometh up- 
— me daily, the care of all the Churches. 


How very near thoſe truly noble and 


excellent perſons that rule over us have 
endeavour'd to imitate thoſe great Pri- 
mitive patterns of a Holy zeal, I am 
uot able fully to expreſs, though I ever 

So very truly and 


ſo much deſire it. 
highly zndeed have they deſerv'd of the 
Church of & OD! And what thanks 
are not due to them, or what can 
ſufficiently be paid them for the ſame ! 
That ny have fo very nearly, and ten- 
 derly | 
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derly conſulted and efpousd Gov's Holy 
Honour, and the ſacred intereſts of his 


Divine Truth ! and particularly of late, 
iu their ſo very juſt, and therefore moſt 


highly juſtifiable, ſo truly Chriſtian, and 
therefore indiſpenſable proſecution of In- 
fedel principles and practices in the Per- 
ſon of One, a moſt virulent, impiou r 
_ wretch, and unbeliever ; and have there- 
In ſo far provided for cheir own and the 
common peace, by putting a ſtop, or a 
check at leaſt to a moſt blaſphemous, rail- 


ing, envenom'd, mueterate, irreverent 


tongue and pen; of one that is an equal 
enemy to GoD and man, and therefore 
Juſtly hated and abhor'd of both ; * Con- 


demn'd of Go p before, and now con- 


demmn d of men; Deſervedly miſerable, 
| znfamous, and loathſome in this preſent 

world, and for whom there muſt for ever 
remain hereafter, without a very ſevere! Prov, xiik 
| repentance indeed (if he can yet f re- i Joh. v. 
pent, and has not already ſinn d too fur . 


to be forgiven) the ſad, deplorable, in- 


a conceivable, un nſupportable effects of an 


* He that 3 not is condemmid clad, becauſy 5 


he hath not believed in the name Y the only begotten 


Son of God, Joh. ili. 18. 
'Þ 3: Infinite, 
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Infinite, Everlaſting, Almighty power 
and wrath awak'd, incens'd, provok'd 

Jude 7. to the utmoſt, even the Vengeance of 

Eternal Fire. For this moſt wicked, 
impious man flies out upon Almighty 
Gop himſelf; and in the language of 

Job xv. the HOLY SPIRIT, he ſtretches out his 

25, 26. hand againſt Gov, and ſtrengthens him- 
ſelf againſt the AL MICGHT V. He runs 
upon him, even on his neck, upon the 

thick boſſes of his buckler : Tearing 

— xvii. himſelf in his mad and envious anger ; 

+ and moſt arrogantly, proudly, and hor- 
rid aſpiring to rend even Go b's own 
Holy and Eternal 8 o x, his Only Be- 
*-gotten, his well beloved So from his 
boſom, from his [moſt Bleed and Di- 
vine Embraces. 

Thus far have our wiſe and good 

governors ſhewn their high concern for 
 Gov's glory, and the happineſs of his 

Church and People : And ] hope in time 

this public good example will influ- 

ence all of us in particular. And that 

4 ll of vs, of the ſacred Order at leaſt, 
Deut. iii. That are fit and able for this ſpiritual |} 
14 r ee, het? readily riſe up like the chil- 
[|| * dren of nel, in 7 good 4 cauſe, Knit 
88 together 


Joh. i 1 5 


* 
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together as one man; and, in the name Jud, xx. 
of the Lord of Hoſts, the God of the 
armies of Iſrael, whom theſe vain to MW 
wretches ſo impiouſiy dety, ſhall brave- 5 
ly reſolve, go out, and purſue theſe 
Lewd Benjamites, theſe Blaſpheming ;, _© Jud ny 155 
Boaſters, theſe Sons of Belial, Sith ſuch Jug, „ 


found ans vigorous applications, till 
De leave them none remaining. For 


who are theſe uncircumcis'd in. heart i 8 


and cars, that they ſhould thus inſ0- yg 
tently bby the ſervants of the Living 26. 
6 0p? And who that believes the Truths; 15. 55 
e Religion in earneſt, if he is able, = 
would not be willing to ſpeak and att 
at ſuch a Time as this? JYhich theres 
fore, I hope, will be ſome excuſe at 
leaf for me, for the forwardueſs and 
weakneſs of this my little attempt at 
preſent, as well as juſtify me in = 
further deſigns hereafter. 
There have been ſome former contro- 
ver ſie bes, ingeed, relating to Religion and 
the Church, in which I my ſelf, as T 
believe the world is not entirely unac- 
quainted, have ſometimes engag'd with 
thoſe degrees and meaſures of zeal and 
1 armth. that were thought enough, 


N 
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perhaps, a little too much by ſome; 
but of this I can aſſure all thoſe whom 
it may more eſpecially concern, that if 
there were really that ground and 
foundation for it I once apprehended. 
and was perſwaded there was, I would 
fill purſue them with the ſame appli- 
cation of an honeſt zeal and induſtry 
that ] have done already. For what 

call or cry can be louder, or more pier- 

ing in the ears, or upon the heart 2} 

every honeſt Engliſhman at any time 
than this, that his Church and Conſtitu- 
tion are in danger? 
But tis our happineſs after al, chat 
we have out-liv'd our fears, and have 
found our ſelves by the Event ſo very 
luckily miſtaken. And that we have 
 fuch good and juſt reaſon to change our 
opinions of ſome perſons at Jeaſt, though 
not of things ; not more eſpecially of 
that moſt excellent and worthy Cauſe, 
if it were truly and apparently 2 dau- 
ger, which, at preſent, we are well aſ- 
fared it is not. How long it ſhall con- 
mer  TZinue not to be fo, nes; not be left to 

[if | the reſtleſs importunities and wicked 

1 endeavours of the enemies to our Church 

and 
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and Government, that would continually 
aim and ſtrike at both ( for if they flrike 


at either, they ſtrike at both) but un- 
der the wiſe, over-ruling power, di- 
rection and good providence of Almighty 


XY 


Gop, and the Pious, Prudent, and 


Faithful Care of our Moſt Religious and 
_ Gracious King; whoſe Great Anceſtors, 


properly ſo call'd, in the Houſe of Brun- 
ſwick and Lunenburg (* the moſt antient 


Family in Europe), ſome of the very 


I firſt that countenanc'd and promoted 


bur Reformd Religion, and gave it 
the very name of Proteſtant, by their 


* £L 
a4 <q ; 
1 * 


brave and generous refitance, and Pro 


teſting againſt the Imperial, Popiſh 
Editts and Power, that were gone 


BM out againſt it to ſuppreſs and ſtifle it. 


And it muſt be his preſent moſt Excel- 


lent Majeſty's Perſon and Royal Family, 
who muſt ſupport it ſtill within theſe 
Realms, if we mtend not to be Utterly 

--- undone. - -- | 

.. Bot now We are calld 70 coutrover- 


fe es of a Higher nature, not to Plead 


for and defend the rights and 1 ty - 


* Spencer Syllog. Gepralon,. Y | 
4 Slejdan, Hiſtor, German, | Refo: rmat. 


of 
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of a national religion and intereſt, but 
the very Furſt, and Eſſential Principles 
and Dofrines of our Chriſtian Faith, 
againſt a generation of ſinners, of 
. pet. iii, whom it was before propheſied, that 
; Toh. i. they ſhould come, and even now already 
3 are they in the world; appearing open 
ly and barefar'd, with the moſt down- 
rigbt impudence of Impiety; Deriding 
. Tim. iv. Ort 20ſt Holy Faith; and denying the 
5 Wal LoRòD himſelf that W them; whoſe 
yy word will eat as doth a canker ; and if 
they are not timely, ſeverely, and ef. 
Fectually prevented, quell'd and even 
Gal v. 12 cut off, they will bring in apon our 
OO ewwhole Church and K ingdom, as well * 
Per . . upon themſelves, a ſwift deſtrudion. 
Tis againſt theſe wicked men our 
- Good Government has appear d with ſo 


very eminent and diſtinguiſhing a zeal, 
which is its Honour ; and tis againſt 
theſe that J have intended my preſent 
diſcourſes ; which are in themſelves I 

deed, for the moſt part, of a more wide 


ground 


and general nature. But 1 1 find any 4 
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ground of encouragement to hope, I may 
do Gov and his Church more ſervice by 
it, I ſhall go on, and come down from 
this more general, more abſtratted, and 
leſs uſeful way, to a plain and parti- 
cular examination and anſwer of ſome 
f therr main pretences, with the cloſeſt 
arguments and reaſonings I can. And, 
through Gov's grace and heavenly af- © 
| feſtance, I hope I ſhall not be found 
quite unequal to our adverſaries, or to 
fo well deſign'd a task, having made 


the Holy Scriptures, thoſe Lively Ora-As vit, 


cles of Divine Truth, my chief and 
| conſtant Study and delight throughout 
| my ae. -- 
TI know that here good men will 
. eaſily excuſe me for ſpeaking thus of 
my ſelf, on this occaſion ; and ſume 
| others ſurely cannot blame me for it, 
in thinking me vain for dving fo, and . 
WM for accounting and owning that as my 
| <#zefe/t praiſe and excellence, , F have 


* any, which, amongſt themſelves, is now 5 


rather reputed a reproach and imper- 
| fettion in this unhappy and deluded age. 
| C : | 5 ut 
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But let me be allow'd in this place to 
ſpeak with the great Apoſtle on this 
 facred Subject; That I am not at all 
TE: 16. afraid, or aſham'd of the Goſpel of 
Cu RIS, for it is the power of Goo 
unto Salvation, that any man in this re- 
pet ſhould make my glorying void. 

7 25 ix. Yea, that I count all things but loſs 
hin. in. 8. for the excellency of the knowledge of | 
Senkt JEsus my LoRD. This i- 
deed is the great buſmeſs of a Clerg = 
man; this is his duty, and this his 
glory. This will be his trueſt orua- 
ment and honour for ever; and will 
ſurely ſet him, and always keep him 
above contempt, and that eſpecially, 
which 15 the greateſt of all, for in ſuffi- 
ciency in his own profeſſion. To this 
purpoſe, what a glorious, admirable, 
lovely, and deſirable character is that 
given of the Learned Apollos by Sz. 
Luke himſelf, a Scholar and a Phyſician 
Coloſl. iv. Too, that he was an eloquent man, and 
os Ads xvii, mighty | in the Scriptures. 
„„ truly, without this, whatever . 
parts or acquiſi Hons, learning or know- 
ledge | 
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ledge a Clergyman, eſpecially, nay, any 


man indeed poſſeſſes, whether real, or 


imaginary, how ſpectous, or how mag- 


 nified foever, tis all meer froth, thin 


wind, and hollow vanity : "Tis * fume, 
'tis emptineſs, 'tis fond impertinence ; ft 


only to puff 4 man up, when it cannot 


edify him, and to make him lift Mp Cor. viii. 
himſelf, ad riſe in his own couceit 


above his brethren, when he really 


fo uks below them. And after all, will 
leave him at a loſs, unskill” d, and un- 


prepar'd in things of much higher mo- 
ment and conſequence, and that moſt 
nearly concern him, even thoſe of an 
inſiuite and eternal intereſt. 


But this moſt truly divine, excellent, 


and uſeful knowledge will adorn, will 
: perfect, will beautify, will ſave him. 


For this, Y & think, T have very clear 5 


and expreſs, becauſe Divine authority, 
2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17. From a child thou 
| haſt known the Holy Scriptures, which 
are able | to make thee wiſe unto Salva 1 


7 e 8 Par, L. B. viii. 


Cc 2 - | tion, : 


XX 


Jzsvs: For All Scripture is given by 


Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs; that the 
man of GOD may be perfect, throughly 


tiver'd from the pen of bis own fa- 
vourite Apoſtle ; and if we will not, 
why do we then take the Holy Scrip- 


what purpoſe is it, that we at all 
Vite or ſpeak about them? 0 


a far higher opinion, eſteem, aud 4. | 
fection for Gov's Holy Word, and re- 


the divine and awful authority, and 
moſt frequent uſe of it, o__ all ob- 
 Jeftions, how ſpecions, * how Plau- 
ſible ſoever ; leſt, by giving up, or any 


PREFACE. 


tion, through faith which is in CHRIST 
Inſpiration of Go p, and is profitable for 


Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, for 


furniſhed unto all good works; f we 
will take GoDs own word for it de- 


tures into our mouths at all: „ 


But I hope, at leaſt, all perſons of 


our own ſacred Order have entertain d 


veal'd Will, aud Law, as I am fare 
they always ought to have done; and 
that they will maintain aud Stand by 


way An g the ſacred and venerable 
reputa. 
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reputation of that moſt Holy Book, by © 
ſeeming to ſlight it, and lay it by, our 
ſelves, we give a ſad offenſive occaſion 
fo the enemies of all religion and truth 
to blaſpheme, and to do diſgrace aud 
diſponour to our Holy Chriſtian Faith 
it ſelf; againſt whom our Government 
has ſo very well, and ſo lately acted, 
aud 1 my ſelf, I am afraid, have been 
all this while ſ0 vainly pleading. 
But if I do fo any more hereafter, 
e by the way too, ſometimes 
FF endeavour to chaſtiſe a little further 
e prophane, impious, and inſoleut 


|= taunts, and ſeoffs of theſe ungodly jude xy. 
. 1 Numb. 
I finners againſt their own ſouls „ with,,; 35. 


| all the. hharpneſs and ſeverity Tam 
Able; and I am fare they very well 
x deſerve it. For this very way both 
of writing and ſpeaking, on ſuch occa- 
ſions, I have, as it appears in theſs 
papers of mine, allow'd and juſti- 
fied to others ; and that is one ſign 
and argument, I hope, I don't entirely 
 difallow it in my ſelf. It is indeed 
very often no more than uſeful, and 
even 


XXII 


11. 
Prov. 
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even ſometimes neceſſary, where and 
when corruption ſo much abounds, to 
Cut and Lance à little, to give ſome 


vent and evacuation to the bad hu- 
 monurs, that the ſounder parts be not 


1Cor. vi. infected. Tie ſometimes expedient as 


well as lawful to anſwer fools accord- 
Ai. 3. | | | 


ing to their folly, leſt they be wiſe in 


their own conceit ; that they may learn 
to be a little more modeſt at leaſt, * 
they will not, or cannot be inform'd; 


not for want of a capacity always, but 
through a ſtrange Spirit of perverſe 


neſs, error, and obſtinacy that is in 


them, that has poſſeſſed them, and will 


not be caſt out. 


This preſent. meal performance of 


mine in behalf of our own moſt Holy 
_ Chriſtian Faith, and againſt fuch vile 


mens principles and practices, comer as 


it us, T deſire the world to accept. 


wiſh it had been much better for 5 | 
_ great ſubjett's ſake, which I have here 
endeavour d to handle, and more ac- 
cording to a preſent 1 very Pious and 
* The Right Reverend the Lord Biſnop of London 8 
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learned Prelate's both great and good : 


example : For which the world in ge- 


neral zs {0 highly oblig'd to his Lord- 


ſhip ; and amongſt the reſt J take this 


opportunity, in particular, 70 expreſs ny 


own acknowledgments. 
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SERMON I. 


PREACH'D 


W the UNIVERSITY of 
OXFORD at St. Mary's 
Church, on Sunday April 13, 


1729; and afterwards at the 


TEMPLE, London, on 2 5 


pt * 1 — 


Hes. K. 2. 


Let us hold faſt the profeſ 22 of our 


Faith without Wavering. 


with 


T was the known deſign of this Epiſtle $8 U. 1. 
to the Hebrews, to confirm and eſtablith Ws: 
the firſt converts from amongſt the Jews 

in the ſteady adherence to the Faith and 

Doctrine of Jes us CHRIS, and to encourage 

them to maintain it, and hold out, againſt all 

oppoſition they might meet with from the 
world, and from the contradictions of ſinners, 
that ſhould beſet, and aſſault them for it. And 

it was no more than neceſſary for the Apoſtle 

to concern and apply himſelf to that people 


" 
— — 
* 


2 


A Preſe ervative againſt 


$sx u. I. with a greater care and earneſtneſs in this mat- 
cer, becauſe of the ſtrong and more plauſible 


prejudices they might poſſibly be under againſt 
the firſt introduction of this new Doctrine, as 
they then thought it, and their own admiſſion 


of it, above other men. For the Jews with 


be beſt reaſon in the world receiv'd and be- 


liev'd their own religion to be of Divine ori- 


ginal and authority; and therefore, when they 
apprehended themſelves at any time attempted 


to be drawn from it to a different perſwaſion, 
they would be under more hard and ſevere 
reluctances within themſelves, and would more 
heartily ſtrive and ſtruggle without, before they 


would give up and ſurrender all their old Legal 
pretences and advantages to the faith and obe- 
dience of a new religion, e/pecially to that of | 


the Doctrine of JESUS CHRIST, againſt 


which they had entertain'd ſo very ſtrong, 
though moſt unreaſonable averſions. We know, 
ſay they, that God ſpake to Moſes ; As for this 
fellow, we know not whence he is, Joh. I. 29. 
And ſo again we find them pleading with St. 
Paul, We defire to hear of thee, what thou 
thinkeſt ; for as concerning this ect, we know that 
tis every where ſpoken againſt, Acts xxviii. 22. 


Ap as thele prepoſſeſſions in favour of their 


ov religion were apt to bar up all acceſs againſt 
the doctrine of Chriſtianity at the firſt; ſo 
Vben they had once entertain ' d it, yet ſtill their 
old affection and hankering after their antient | 
_ Moſaic uſages and prerogatives were apt to re- 
turn upon: chem, and to give them, every now 


and 


Infidelity and Apoſtacy. * 
and then, ſome ſecret qualm, diſtaſte, and diſ- Sz x M. I. 
inclination againſt whatever they had receivd WY 
inſtead of the others, or to the diminution of 
their honour ; eſpecially when Tribulation and 
Perſecution ſhould ariſe becauſe of the Word of 
Chriſt, by and by they would be apt to be ofs ẽ 4 
fended, Matt. xiii. 21. and ready to return 
back from it into their former ſtate, where 
they might think they were much ſafer, both 
with reſpect to Gop and man, than under 
their preſent one. = 
Tax Apoſtle was more eſpecially aware of — 
this; and to prevent ſo great an inconvenience, =. 
he ſets himſelf to unravel the whole frame and 
texture of the Legal ordinances, by pointing 1 
out the utter weakneſs and inſufficiency of 1 
them, conſider'd in chemſelves, to the true end * 
and advantage of religion in general; and by 
laying open the defign'd and direct tendency 
and reference they had to a better and more ſpi- 
ritual inſtitution, even that of the Go/pel of 
CnRIõã r, which they had now embrac'd: And 
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at the ſame time by repreſenting, unfolding, Ft 
and enforcing, to the utmoſt advantage, the | 40 
| great and gracious benefits and bleſſings they 44 
were at preſent made partakers of, and were lt 
\ farther intitled to hereafter by this their new „ 
I profeſfon, above what the retaining of all their 1 
old Legal privileges could have ſupply'd them j | 
" | with. From whence, with the trueſt ſtrength ow 
of reaſon and force of argument that was poſſi» _ 1 
ble, he concludes with this affectionate and en- 1 j 
1 _— advice to them, in his own perſon as it 
d ! | C2 well | | 1 


4 
52x M. I. well as theirs, in the following words of my 
text, Let us hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith 


A Preſervative againſt 


without wavering. 


TRESE words I ſhall conſider abſtracted 
from this their particular deſign and occaſion 
on which they were deliver'd, and which I 
have already mention'd before you; and ſhall 
treat of them as an admirable, uſeful and 


powerful inſtance of the beſt advice againſt the 


renouncing or deſerting the truths of CHRIS 
in all ages and periods of the Church; and as 
more immediately neceſſary to be conſider'd 
no, under theſe unhappy times of declenſion 
from the true Faith of religion, and of the 
increaſe and triumph of Infidelity at preſent : 
and ſhall in my proceeding on them endeavour 
theſe following particulars. 1 
Fixs r, to ſhew that there will tempta- 
tions and difficulties ariſe to prove and try the 
faith of all good men and Chriſtians; that the _ 
malice and policy of hell, and the wickedneſs 
of the world will take care and provide for 
that; and that the wiſdom of Almighty Go D, 
for juſt and gracious ends of his own provi- 
dence, will ſuffer it. 
to be implied in the Apoſtle's term azaui, 
without wavering, a word that plainly inti- 
mates there would be ſome attacks and violence 
us'd againſt the faith of Chriſtians, if | 5 
to make it reel and ſtagger. 
AN p ſecondly, I ſhall conſider in as ſhort 
compaſs as I can, tho' in a more general way, 
the more immediate objections, and the moſt 
forceable 


80 much as this I take 
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forceable arguments and perſwaſives, that have 8 EA I. 
in theſe laſt and worſt days been offer'd and. 


made uſe of to take men off, and remove 
them from the only true ground of Chriſtian 
Faith and Doctrine into erroneous and dange- 


rous opinions, and to harden evil men them- 
ſelves in their unbelief. 


 TrirDpLy and laſtly, T ſhall try to re- 


- preſent the great and indiſpenſable obligation 
that lies upon the Profeſſors of our true Re- 
 bgion, to maintain and perſevere in the Faith 
of the Holy Goſpel of CHRIST, againſt all 
this oppoſition, -all the plauſible pretences of 
the men of corrupt minds, that thus pervert or 
adulterate the true Faith of Cyrisr, once 
for all deliver'd to the Saints. Let us hold 1. 
the profeſſion of our Faith without wavering. 


AN here I am to make it appear in the 


firſt place, that there will temprations and dif- 
ficulties ariſe, to prove and try the faith and 
ſincerity of all good men and Chriſtians; that 


the malice and policy of hell, and the wick- 


_ edneſs of the world will take care and provide 
for that; and that the wiſdom of Gop, for 
juſt and gracious ends of his own providence, 
will ſuffer it. This, as I faid, I take to be 
implied in * Apoſtle's own term axAun, 
without wavering, a word which intimates to 
us, that there would be ſome attacks and vio- 
lence us'd againſt the faith of Clrittiane, is. 
make it reel and ſtagger. 


How well this obſervation is prov'd and 


1 3 indeed, the firſt ages of the Church, 


"and 


A Preſervative againſt 


SAN I. and their afflicted perſecuted ſtate may ſuffi - 
_ WYxyy ciently atteſt. When the powers of the world, 


| 2 Cor. iv. and of the god of this world, as that Grand 
4. 


Apoſtate Angel is denominated, all combined 
againſt the one only true God, and his Bleſſed Son 
CurisrTJEsvs, to root out the memorial of 


| Bal. cix. they from the earth ; all joining in the deſpe- 
mate reſolution expreſs d by the Holy Pfalmiſt, 
Pal. ii. 3. Let us break their bonds aſunder, and caſt away 


their cords from us. And when after long 


Rev. xiv. trials to wear out the faith and patience of 
12. 


2 the Saints, the ſecular power it {elf at laſt, the 
2 or, x 


14 of Gop; yet even then, that the cauſe of 
| error and iniquity might not ſtop here, 
but go on and proſper, that ſame evil ſpirit 


Ads v. 3- flld the hearts of ſome even that profeſs'd ; 


Chriſtianity it ſelf to pollute the Holy Faith; 


* xx. and amongſt themſelves were men to ariſe ſheak- 


ing perverſe things to draw away diſciples after 
them. And of this thoſe early and pernicious 
hereſies, that ſprung up in the firſt ages of 
_ Chriſtianity, afford us too clear and bad an evi- 
dence. And & one of them more eſpecially, 
when the whole field of CHRIS T's Church 


Matt. xiii ſeem'd over-grown with the enemies tares ; fo 
253. that there was hardly a man left to I in his 


complaint of the general corruption. — 
Or this the Spirit of Prophecy that was in 
the Holy Apoſtles, and firſt inſpir'd Chriſtians 


* Arianiſm, 


had 


4, © rong hold of Satan before, came in and bow'd 8 
Iialah bx down it ſelf at the ſoles of the feet of the Church 


Infidelity and Apoſtacy. 
had ſpoken long before, and repreſented it not S AM. I, 
only as a matter of certain future event, bu 
even of great neceſſity and uſe, for reaſons 
of advantage to the Church of Gop it ſelf. 


For there muſt be alſo herefies among you, that 1 Cor. xi. 


they which are approv'd may be made manifeſt 9. 
among you, ſays St. Paul. As if darkneſs it 
ſelf, in the deſignation of the all-wiſe Gop, 

Was to ſerve for the increaſe and illuſtration 


of the light of his Holy truth, and for his great- 2 Cor. ir. 


er glory, who bringeth light out of dartneſs, s. 


and in whom is no darkneſs at all, But not ſo 1 Job. i. . 


is the condition of men, even of all them that 
are call'd the children of light, who often ſwerve 
and decline from the light of Truth, when 
their eyes to all appearance ſeem moſt open, 


but are really blinded by the god of this world, Cor. ir, f 


in that they believe not, leſt the light of the glo- 
rious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the image of God, 
: ſhould ſhine unto them, 

AND there is plain and evident reaſon to he : 
given for this, for that the kingdom of darkneſs Rev, xvi. 
could never ſtand or ſupport it ſelf under the 
full ſway, and ſpread, and luſtre of Divine 
light. This the Devil, and his faithful accom- 
plices, the authors and factors of infidelity ve- 
ry well knew from the beginning; and that 
the very frame and conſtitution of Chriſtiani- 

ty were laid out in direct oppoſition and con- 
trariety to their deſigns, intereſts and proſperi- 
ty. And therefore, ſince they could not en- 
tirely extinguiſh the light of Divine Truth 

after, that by the grace and goodncls of Gop, 
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SRM I. it was once ſet up in the world, their buſineſs 
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vas, as much as they could, to ſtain and tinQure 


' manifeſt the goodneſs and ingenuity of temper þ| 
in his own faithful ſervants, who would be 
true to Him in the midſt of a corrupt and de- 


generate world; and who would be careful to 
preſerve his ord a lamp unto their feet, and 


.a light unto their paths, in the midſt of black- 
neſs, clouds, and thick darkneſs. For God's 
glory in his ſervants never appears more bright 
and eminent, than when they cleave to him 
oſs nearly, whilſt they are tempted moſt im- 


 Pfal. cxix. 


105. 


| Heb. xii. 


Zeph i, 


it with falſe colours, to bring It as near as poſſi- 


ble to a complexion with themſelves, and their 


own dark deſigns and purpoſes. 
Ap Gob was pleas'd to ſuffer this, to 


fortunately to forſake him; then He appears 
plainly the great object of their choice and free 


election, and not of chance, or weaknels, or 
former prejudice. And a ſteddy adherence to 
the intereſts of religion then, when it is en- 
tangled and embaraſs d with the diſadvantages 
of this world, and the reproach of contrary 
opinions, demonſtrates a man a conſtant lover 
of the Truth for its own lake and beauty, 
without the dowry or appendages of proſpe- 
rous times and fortunes. For theſe reaſons 
therefore on the ſide of advantage to the ho- 
nour of religion it ſelf, and many more, that 
I have not mention'd here, nor have time to do 
ſo vow, Gop Almighty is often pleas'd to leave 
the honour and reputation of his Truth in 


{ome dnn, to * whether we will for- 


fake 


aka 30 / "WOES. "et at 


Ap to ſtrong deluflon, that they may believe a , 
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| fake it or not, and whether we will endea- SE NN. I. i ' 


vour to bring it ſuccour and relief in time of "WY 
its diſtreſs; and if we cannot, or will not en- 
deavour this, He will ariſe himſelf at laſt and 
aſſert his own cauſe, and give it an open and 
glorious deliverance by the ftrength of his own ai li. 9 
right hand and holy arm aſſiſting him, to the lfai.lji.1o, | 
ſhame of all baſe deſerters, and the confuſion 
of them that hate Him. 

BEs1DEs, there is another reaſon reſpect · 
ing evil men themſelves, why Go p ſuffers tle 
brightneſs of his Divine Truih to be thus caſt Dan, viii. 


down, and to lie under the dark ſhades of er- '*: _ 


ror for ſome time; in juſt judgment on theſe 
men for their former iniquities and tranſgreſſi- | 
ons, that they themſelves may go on, and — 


Jumble, and fall backward, and be broken, and tai. viii, KM 


Inar d, and taten; therefore God will give them 5 


A ae er es 


Ifa il. 


He, that they all might be damn d, who believ'd 2 Theſl, | 
not the truth, but had pleaſure in unrighteouſmſs," I. 01, 12. 
For if men will reject and harden themſelves 

againſt the light of truth, when they might | 
ſee it, or will only retain it in unrighteouſneſs Rom i. 
of life, it is juſt ! in God to remove it from !s. 
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them, and to give them over to a loſt and re- ö 
probate Spirit; till, from their hating the light Toh. iii. "I 

in this world, they flide on from one degree of f f 

ignorance ad error to another, and end A 


their progreſs at laſt in everlaſting darkneſs ; Matt vii. 
where is weeping and wailing and gnaſhing of. 
teeth; in thoſe black and diſmal regions, where 


hope, Joy or comfort neyer come, nor any 1 
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SER. I. light arrives, but that of everlaſting fire and 
brimſtone, which ſerves only to diſcover fights 


of wo, of infinite intolerable wo, anguiſh, 


and deſolation of Spirit for ever. 


Gop often ſuffers his holy and eternal truth 
to paſs under diſadvantages in this preſent 
world, for the greater good of his Faithful 


TH Es E are ſome of thoſe reaſons for which 


| Servants, for a ſnare and puniſhment on evil 


men; and that, when the truth it ſelf comes 


out from under a cloud at laſt, it may ſhine 


the more bright and illufrious i in the world, 


and appear the more glorious and beautiful for ; 


its former Sufferings. 


T yass now Secondly to conſider, - in as. 


| little compaſs as I can, and in a more general 


way, ſome of the more immediate objections, 


and, what are at preſent conceiv'd by ſome | 


2 Tim, iii. 
"5 


the moſt forcible arguments and perſwaſions, 


that in theſe laſt and perilous times have been 


made uſe of to take men off, and remove them 
from the only true und of Chriſtian faith 
and doctrine, into erroneous and dangerous 
opinions, and to harden evil men themſelves 
in their infidelity. And thoſe that I ſhall 
mention here are three, in which evil men 


proceed, 


Firs, By placing the Streſs and Teſt of 

Religion upon a half bottom, and imperfe& 
ground, and then flyly undermining that, to 
_ conclude the want of ſufficient argument and = 


evidence for the truth of Religion it /elf. 
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SECOND, By referring us for the truth S EAM I. 
and proof of religion, and to countenance their "WY 


own errors, to an inſufficient, humane autho- 


rity, which was never yet, nor ought to be 


made the rule, meaſure, and ſtandard of reli- 
| gious truth. 


TuIRDL v, By turning the ſerious and 


weighty truths of religion into a wanton 
ſcorn and ridicule, thus to influence the light 
and fooliſh minds of men to a contempt, or 
flight opinion of it. Theſe are ſome of the 


chief and choiceſt engines of the Devil's bat» 


ter), that he has employ'd againſt Chriſtianity 


of late, in the hands of a ſet of men, who are 


more forward and prepar'd to promote error 
and falſhood, if poſſible, than the Grand Fa- 
ther of lies himſelf, and who ſtand in very lit- 
tle need of his temptations, to make them e- 


7 qually the /ons of A, and children * Fell Job. xvii. | 
with himſelf. _ N 


2 Theſſ. 
In the Firſt place then theſe men put the ii. 3. 


Streſs and Teſt of the Chriſtian Religion up- Matth. | 


xxiii. 15, 


on a half bottom and imperfect ground, and 
then by ſlyly undermining hat, they con- 


clude againſt the ſufficient evidence and argu- 
ment for the truth of Religion it ſelf. This 
is the politick artifice and wicked cunning of 
the author of thoſe rotten grounds and reaſons, 
that have fill'd the world with ſuch a noiſome 
ſtench and influence, to the corrupting the prin- 
ciples and manners of men, prepar'd before in- 


deed, and ready for the reception of the worſt of 


Errors, and by their own bad temper almoſt fit- 


1 ted 


12 


Fre ſervatius againſt 


Senn, I. 7ed for deſtruction. By this falſe and i injurious 
SY writer we have the truth and evidence of Chri- 


Rom, 1x 
217 


ſtianity miſrepreſented, as leaning only upon Old 


Teſtament prophecies, and thoſe prophecies 


again traduc'd as only typical, allegorical, 
of dark and uncertain interpretation, and con- 


ſequently (tho? he dares not expreſſy draw þ|Þ 
that concluſion himſelf, but leaves others to 
do it for him, and for their owsx, no doubt, 
moſt pious uſe) we have no certain, clear, ap- 
parent evidence of the Holy Chriſtian Faith, 
which we have receiv'd to believe, upon which 
our everlaſting intereſt depends, by the rules 
of which we are bound to live, and for atteſta- 
tion to which, if need be, we ought to die. 


This is the fine concluſion that riſes upon : 


this Gentleman's incompleat, defective and 


flalſe foundation! So that, if we will only be- 


lieve this modeſt man, be himſelf, and two or ; 


three more very much like him, are the only 


wile men in the world, or that have been fo 
for theſe 1700 years, and all the reſt of the 
Chriſtian world, the whole body of Profeſ= 
ſors, ever ſince the firſt foundation of Chriſti- 
anity, have been only one great multitude, aſ- 
ſembly, and collection of fools, and the au- 
thor of our Religion it ſelf a very ſy, or ſil- 
— impoſtor ! And is ſuch doctrine as this to be 


5 endur'd in a Chriſtian Kingdom? Nay, . 


ther, is it to be courted, to be admir'd, to be 
greedily ſuck'd in, as a matter of comfort, of 
advantage, of learning, of high peer . © 
Jer, v. 9. Shall not God vifit for ſuch mm as theſe 


and 


1 ofdets ty and Apoſtacy. 


and ſhall not his ſoul be aveng'd on ſuch a na- SER A. * 
tion as this? But let this man know, and all 

that /ike him, or are J/ike him, learn, that 
there are many prophecies of Holy Scripture 

clear and expreſs predictions of our Bleſſed 


Lorp, not to be cluded by his ſinful ſo- 


phiſtry, as may in proper time very eaſily be 


ſhewn. That the whole frame of the Jewiſh 


Eccleſiaſtical Polity, the Types, and Figures, 
and Repreſentations of the Law are plainly laid 
out, contriv'd and directed on purpoſe to 


point out to us the ſublime and heavenly e- 


vents and myſteries of the Goſpel, That 
Gop ſurely muſt be allow'd able to ſpeak by 
real and ſubſtantial figns, as well as words; and 
that He has plainly told us, in many nen 
his own meaning, and given us a plain Clue 
and Key to guide us, and let us in to the 


true knowledge and apprehenſion of the reſt, 


So that the Spirit of prophecy is a ſure Spirit, Þ By: vir. 15 


and, if believ'd, cannot miſlead us. 


How vr R, does the truth of Chriſtianity, 19. 


reſt only upon Prophecies, be they what they 


wiͤll? Does not our Bleſſed Lorp himſelf, 
the Founder of our Holy Faith, build the main 
f Evidence and Conviction of it upon his own 
moſt mighty and wonderful works, ſuch as 
no man ever did before him? John the Bap- 
tiſt, we know, was greater than all the Pro- 


phets; yet our Lo RD expreſly tells us, That 


he had greater witneſs than even that of John; Matt. TE 
for the works, ſays he, which the Father hath 9, 11. 


given me to Jn the ſame works that J do, 
bear 


— - . ns $7 =: doug. & 
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S EAM. l. bear witne/s of me that the Father hath ſent 


— 
Joh. v. 36. 


me. Again, The works that I do in my Father's 


— x, 25. name, they bear witneſs of me. Nay, does not 


Joh, xv, 


our Lo Ro plainly ſuppoſe and leave the Jews 
themſelves in a great meaſure without, and 
free from the obligation of believing him, if 
it had not been for the mighty unparallel'd 


ſigns and miracles He wrought amongſt them? 


If had not done among them the works which 
none other man did, they had not had ſin; but 
now they have both ſeen and hated both Me and 
my Father. Tis plain therefore by our 8 A- 


vIouR's own words, that He lays the main 


and chief ſtreſs for the truth and authority 


| both of his perſon and religion upon his works 
of miracles. How comes then this unworthy 


miracles ! B 
in ſuch a ſenſe as he is pleas'd to interpret 


Prevaricator to tell us, that Chriſtianity leans 2 
Y chiefly, or only upon Prophecies ? 


WII IL, but a good Friend of his will al- 


: low us more, I hope, and deal a little more 


anity ſhall in /ſome ſort reſt likewiſe upon 


liberally * that the belief of Chriſti- | 
how ſo? why upon miracles 


and underſtand them; not altogether upon 
mamatters of fact neither, that is, outward works, 


fit to ridicule and reject them 2s abſurd and |} 


as we believe, above the power of nature; 


nor indeed upon them at all, when he thinks 


icle tales, and to toſs them up into his own | 


vain, empty, Phantaſtick, Ay, whimſical 


if peculations. 


Bur 
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Bur to come nearer, and to deal a little SEN u. I. 
more cloſely with this man; Did our 8 a. 


viour JESUS CHRIST, the SoN of Gop, 
come into the world to ſettle a new and per- 


ſect religion in it, or did he not? That he 
did, this man does not yet deny, only we are 


not at preſent agreed what that religion was: 
And if he did come upon that deſign, what 
is then that religion that he has ſettled, but 


what we find contain'd in the Holy Goſpel? 


And if He ſettled hat, how did He do it 


principally and chiefly, but by his works? How 
then come thoſe great, wiſe, and excellent 
works to be thus traduc'd, run down and 
: blaſphem'd, as fooliſh and abſurd, by this im- 
pious pen? But if our LoRD did not ſettle 
the very religion we have in the Goſpel, he 
ſettled none at all, for ought we find, or 
that yet appears in the world hitherto. For 


that /ame ſtrange Myſtical, Enigmatical, Qua- 
keriſh, Symbolical, Emblematical Religion, to 


which this fooliſh man refers all the miracles 
recorded in the Goſpel, is yet in the Clouds; 
tis not yet come down to us, and no- body 


can ever tell when we ſhall have it, or how 


we ſhall come by it, or what it is, or to 


| What end and purpoſe. So that, by denying 


to our Lo R 's miracles the ſufficient proof 
of the doctrine we know he has deliver'd in 
| the Goſpel, this idle perſon makes him come 
into the world in vain, and upon no more 
worthy an errand, than an old, wild, half- 
Witted, crack-brain' d, enthuſialtical Philoſo- 


pher 
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2 2 might as well have perform'd as the 


Eternal Son of the Bleſſed Go p himſelf, the 
wiſdom and glory of his Almighty Fa THE R- 
But to proceed a little further with this man; 
if, as he pretends, our Saviour CHRIS 
came to eſtabliſh ſuch a religion as he would 


have, I ſuppoſe however that muſt be a wiſe 


religion at leaſt, and how does he make him 


go about to eſtablith hat? Why, * by foolſh, 
abſurd, improbable, incredible miracles, as this 
man tells us expreſly himſelf; and does he 


think ſuch a Perſon as he here repreſents our 
 . Lomb, and ſuch means as theſe fit to give 


credit to, or to eſtabliſh any religion? 


'So that in ſhort, theſe two worthy repre- 
ſenters of Chriſtianity, however they ſeem to 


take a different way, they exactly meet and 
agree in the fame end and purpoſe z which 


is the real deſtruction of Chriſtianity it ſelf. 
The former of them is againſt all types, pro- 
phecies, myſteries being good for any thing; 


the latter is for nothing elſe; ſo that one 


beheads the Prophets of Go p, the other the 


Apoſtles and Evah geliſts of CHRIST; and 
between them that's they are for making as 
quick a diſpatch of all that the wiſe and 
honeſt men in the world call and think the 
true religion as poſſible: For while they both 


2 build ſuch a wild fabrick of their own, and I 


call it Chriſtianity, upon ſuch a bottom as 


| they think fit, by moving one Critical corner · 


* In bis Firſt Sour of the miracles of our | 
SAVIOUR, p. * 


— fon 
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Fone of this their own imaginary Structure, Str MI, 
which they themſelves have laid before, as 1 
the only foundation of Chriſtian truth, they 
have it in their power, they know, whenever 
they think fit, to let it all fink and tumble 
to the ground at once. I pray Gop deliver 
us from all ſuch wiſe Maſter-builders as theſe 1 Cor, iii. 
men are, and from all others that ſhall go 19: 


about 7o lay any other foundation than that is 1 Cor, 1 WM. 


laid, JESUS CHRIST the Righteous! 1155 Ty 
A6ain, Secondly, Theſe men endeavour 
to enſnare and divert us from the truths of 
religion, by referring us for the ſtrength and 
proof of it, and to countenance their own er- 
rors, to an inſufficient, humane Autho ority, 
which never was yet, nor ever ought to be 
made or eſteem'd the juſt rule, meaſure, or 
ſtandard of Religious Truth. Thus theſe ſo- 
phiſtical Gentlemen, finding the Holy Scrip- 
tures point blank againft them, very kindly 
and cunningly ſend us to the Fathers for the 
main proof and ſupport of our religion; and 
dare appeal to their authority for their own 
blots and blemiſhes too. Now let theſe ſame 
Arch Politicians hear and underſtand once for 
all, that tho' we deſire to be, and are found 
very dutiful Sons to the great Fathers of the 
Chriſtian Church, yet we have a Father in hea- 
ven above them all; and if *twas poſſible that the 
Whole body of the Fathers together, nay, all 
the Angels in Heaven themſelves, ſhould preach any Gal. i, 8, 
other Goſpel than that we have received, let 


them be accurs'd, For ' tis impoſſible chat ei- 
2 . 
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s EAM. I. ther Fathers or Angels ſhould teach a doctrine 


WYY more worthy of Almighty Go p, or eſtabliſh'd 
upon better grounds and authority than what 
our LORD JESUS CHRIõò x has left to his 


ner. xiy. Holy Church in his everlaſting Goſpel. And 


if any man preach or write contrary to this, 
he is ſo far from being a Father, that he is 4 
baſtard Son, fit only to be rejected by him 
Heb. xii, who is the one and only Father of our Faith 


„„ and SANS... 


Bor theſe men do baſely and "nad. 
if they don't do it ignorantly, abuſe and aſperſe 
the good Fathers of the Chriſtian Church. 


They leave out all the good things, and turn 85 


them over in haſt, only to find aus; and 
it may be very much ſuſpected, without very 
well underſtanding the very language in which 
they are written; or if they do happen to 
_ underſtand that, they can the more eaſily cor- 
rupt it, and by putting a downright Poſition 
inſtcad of a Suppoſition, or by curtailing : a ſen- 
tence, or miſrepreſenting an argument, or 


breaking the connection, and by many other 


ways, methods, and artifices of iniquity, & they 
make what ſenſe of a Father they think fit, 
| what is moſt agreeable to their own humour 
or deſign, and will beſt gratify their own molt 
abſurd nonſenſical opinions. 


3 For proof of che falſifications of theſe men, See 
the Lord Biſhop of London's Paſtoral Letter, where he 
ſpeaks in defence of Origen : And likewiſe two papers 
lately publiſh'd, entitled, Our Saviouk's Miracles 
vindicated. 925 e 


Bur 
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Bur if there ſhould happen to be, amongſt Sz « u. I. 
ten thouſand admirable truths and authorities, a 


miſtake or two in a Father, who perhaps was 
addicted to a particular ſect of Philoſophy, 


and wrote ſometimes after that, or who had 
_ infirmities, we are ſure, like other men, and 
committed no more faults than are found in the 


| beſt of humane writings, I am certain, not 


the thouſandth part ſo many as are found 


almoſt in one of their own fond, idle, fooliſh 
books ; yet theſe men ſhould, finvely,. rather 
have dutifully gone backward as the Good old 


Patriarchs Kd, and have cover'd the naked- Gen, 
_ neſs of their Parks, for their goodneſs fake, os.” 
and not have expos'd their weakneſſes and in- 
firmities to the ſcoffs and inſults of ungodly 


men, and the honour of religion it ſelf to- 1 : 


gether with them. This I ſpeak only by way 


of ſuppoſition, if there were ſuch faults to 


be found in ſome of the Fathers, as theſe men 


are willing it ſhould be thought there 27e; 
but whether there be or not, it is impoſſible 
for a man to determine upon the ſpot always, 
without conſulting them on purpoſe, and, 1 
am ſure, we have no great reaſon to take | 
| theſe mens words for it, that there are ſuch, 


or for any thing elle. 
Bur after all, are the Fathers the proper 


Foundation or Rule of our Chriſtian faith and 
| Gooerine « 2 * They themſelves, I think, are to 


E 2 be 


8 And 10 they thought too. So St. Autuſtine 10 


Petilian che Donatiſt. Ne inquit audiantur inter nos hx c 


verba, | 
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$£xu,1. be rul'd by rhe word of Gop, and if they 


Zech. i 5. we 
i. But the word of Go p, we are ſure, liveth and 
 abideth for ever; And ibis is the word which by 


Ila. vill 


1 Pet. i. 
235 25. 


Matth. 


go from it, or beſides it, are they not juſtly 


blam'd ? If they ſpeak according to this word, 


and nothing in diſcord or diſſonance from it, 
let them be juſtly reverenc'd, and we honour 


them: But otherwiſe, The Fathers, where are 
they? or their writings, do they live for ever? 


the Goſpel is preach'd unto you. To the Law 
then and to the teſtimony, my brethren, if they 


 ſheak not according to thy word, it is becauſe 
there is no light in them. Call no man Father 
upon carth, lays our Bleſſed Saviour in this 
ſenſe, for one is your Father which is in heaven; 
that is, receive not the dictates or authority 


of any man, or of any body of men, how 
venerable ſoever, as the final rule and deter- 


- mination of your religious faith and obedience z | 
for Gop only infallible, and his holy word 


demand that from you. 
Gop forbid, I ſhould here be under tte ; 
to paſs any fight or ſlur upon the perſons or 


3 ego dico, aut tu dieis, lic potius dicamus, hac 
dicit Dominus. De unitat. Eccleſ. cap. iii. So likewiſe 


St. Hierom, Omnia, inquit, ea quæ abſque teſtimonio 


GBcriptorum, quaſi tradita ab Apoſtolis afferuntur, per- 
cutiuntur gladio Dei. In primum. cap. Aggei. So in 
like manner St, Ambroſe to Gratian the Emperour, In- 
terrogentur, inquit, Scripture, interrogentur Apoſtoli, 


interrogentur Prophetæ, interrogetur Chriſtus, with 


many more I could produce to this purpoſe; but too 
many citations, I think, are more a proof of a man's 
own impertinence, than of any thing elle, 


writings 
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writings of thoſe admirable, learned, eloquent, 8 EA u. I. 
but above all, moſt pious, and faithful men 


the Antient Holy Fathers of the Chriſtian 
Church. From whence, next to the ſacred 


fountains of Scripture it ſelf, there is more 
ſound Divinity, more true Learning, more im- 


proving Knowledge to be drawn, than from 
ten thouſand volumes of ſuch novel doctrine 
as we have ſeen of late. And, amongſt other 
reaſons of the decay of Chriſtian knowledge 


and piety in the world, 1 verily believe 'tis 


not the leaſt that thoſe excellent writings, that 


breath forth ſuch a ſincere and fervent ſpirit of 
| holineſs, are ſo much neglected; nor will ever 
that noble ſpirit of piety return again, till the 
Holy Fathers are more in our hands and hearts, 
as well as in our ſtudies. What I have here 
ſaid, that can any way ſound or be drawn to 
their prejudice, I have ſpoken only compara- 
_ tively, with reſpect to the word of Go p him- 
ſelf ; and the Fathers themſelves would be far 


from being aſham'd at it, or angry with me for 
it, if they themſelves could hear me this day 


before you. "T'was zheir honour and glory to 
| ſubmit to Gop's Holy word and revelation, 
and to ſtudy it always, to expreſs it in their 
excellent works and ſermons, and to practiſe | 
it continually in their lives and actions. But 
theſe evil men do neither, and while they cite 


| thoſe good mens ſentences, if ever at any 
time they do really cite them, they will not 


follow them in their repentance, humility, and 
ſubmiſſion to the will and word of Gop. 


The 
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SER M. I. The praiſe of the Fathers indeed, and their 
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authority is much in their mouths, bur as far 
from their hearts, as GoD and Truth them- 
ſelves are, and we arc very much afraid will 2 


ever continue to be. 


THe third and laſt way and method by 


which theſe ſinful men endeavour to Appia 
and undermine the honour and credit of reli- 
gion, is by turning the ſerious and weighty 


truths of it into a wanton ſcorn and ridicule, 
thus to influence the light and fooliſh minds of 


ill-diſpos'd and inconſiderate perſons to a con- 
tempt and ſlight opinion of it. But if the 


want of ſenſe and reaſon at any time, or in 


theſe men more eſpecially, that practiſe in 
this way, be a reaſon and argument againſt re- 
ligion, then this is one. If the real and eternal 
being, reaſons, and relations of things muſt be 


all cancell'd, routed, and undone by mere idle 5 


5 reſemblances, and crifling ſimilitudes, by gid- 


dy freaks and fancies, then down with all ſober | 


_ reaſon, ſenſe and truth at once, and ſet up 
wit, gay, grinning, frolick wit, adorn'd in all 


its various plumes, humours, and gaudy trim- 


mings in the throne of government; and fee 
What wiſe wild work it will produce in the af- 
fairs of mankind ! how much more then, in 


the moſt ſerious and important things of 


God! For is there any thing ſo truly weigh. 
ty, ſo very momentous, of ever ſo great in- 


fluence and concern to the honour of Gop 


or the happineſs of men, which a looſe, ſcur- 


rilous mimick , infignificant , atheiftical, ſau⸗ 
2 . — 
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cy wit cannot abuſe, and paint, and repreſent, S Ex u. I. 
under its own aukward features, and moſt 
contemptible buffoonry; its mad and frantick 
colours and poſtures ? And is this an argument 
to a wiſe man, or his buſineſs, to ſtand, and 
look, and laugh at, and be pleas'd with the 
ſport of fools? The Primitive fool ſaid in his” Mlal. xv. 
heart there was no God, and his true deſcen- 
dents and poſterity laugh, and tell us with 
their mouths there is no religion (for if no 
_ Chriſtianity, as bad as none I think) againſt 
all the ſenſe, reaſon, authority, and conſent 
of the beſt part of mankind to the contrary. 
And if theſe wild witty fools muſt prevail 
and govern the world, tis high time ſurely | 
for men of ſenſe and wiſdom to g0 out of 
it, or at leaſt to retire from it. 
I.rx theſe bright men indeed could alter 
3 Fay nature of things with the odd poſture 
of their faccs, and with the bare twiſt and 
contraction of their muſcles, could turn and 
ſcrew off truth it ſelf from its eternal baſis, 
they might then well laugh, and all wiſe and 
good men would heartily be ſorry : But the 
nature and mary of things, as it happens, is as 
ſullen and obſtinate as theſe vain men are mer- 
ry, and will no more bend to their idle hu- 
mours and fooliſh fancies, than their ſhort 
and ſhallow underſtandings are able to reach 
and fathom hat. The power of laughter in 
| Philoſophy, we know, has always been look'd 
upon as the note and mark of reaſon ; but 


in thele light, writhing; flaſhy whiflers, the 
"Fm 
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Str Mm. I. practice of it is an argument only, and an evi- 
V dence of their want of common ſenſe. And 
how comes it thus to be made the grand Cri- 
terion of the greateſt fools ? becauſe they per- 
vert and draw it off from the true native in- 
nocent chearful uſe and intention of it to the 

"hub of all that is wiſe, worthy, excellent and 
uſeful in the world. 

AND if it be not a ſign of * or wiſdom | 

in the men that uſe it thus, againſt reaſon and 
religion, I am ſure 'tis much leſs an argument, 
or the reſult of any real peace, or joy, calm, 

or complacence of mind within theſe men 

prov. xiy, themſelves. In the midſt of all this mirth and 
13. loud laughter againſt ſerious things, there is a 
i Marth. xii. ſecret damp, ſorrow and heavineſs within their 
43: breaſts, a dryne/5, diſtruſt, and diſquietude of 

ſfwirit, of a mind not ſatisfied with its own re- 

ſolutions and proceedings, and infinitely jealous 
163. Irn. and fearful of the event. There is no peace ſaith 
20,21. ny Cod to the wicked : The wicked are like a trou- 
bled ſea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt 
up mire and dirt. Like a troubled ſea, indeed, 
= Jude 13. like raging waves of the ſea, as the Apoſtle tells 
8 us, foaming out their own ſbame; continually 
» Per? * reſtleſs and rowling in the dirt and mire of their 
don pollutions. Such a mirth as this, the De- 
vil himſelf may, for ought we know, be ca- 
pable of (as Death his firſt- born inceſtuous ſon 

| Milton's is repreſented by an excellent poet of our 
nn. . own) and grin horrible a ghaſtly ſmile, and 
_— flouting ſneer againſt Go p and all goodneſs in 
the very gloom of hell itſelf, in the midſt of 


| mens: 7 
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of Almighty juſtice on him, in his puniſhment 


for his foul revolt. So theſe ſame gay, merry, 
frolick, gameſome ſinners have their dark and 
gloomy returns upon them, their black and 


hideous reflections in their ſouls, after, amidſt, 


and under all their jollity; being inceſſantly 
rack'd with wild hurrying and tormenting 
paſſions, with gnawing envy, burning revenge, 


and rancorous ſpleen and ſpight againſt all that 


is more wiſe, execellent and happy than them- 
ſelves; which is almoſt every thing that has 


any ſenſe and perception in the world. 


Ox famous inſtance we have of this in 
the man I hinted at before, ſet up now by the 
ſtrict wiſdom and juſtice of our Law, as the 
very mark of impiety it ſelf; can I ſay ridicu- 
lous impiety ? no; far Hom it; but of the 
moſt horrid, black, diabolical blaſphemy, the 
blaſphemy of Hell, and the Ludicrous ſport 
and diverſion, if they have any, of damn d 


Devils themſelves. And how then can ſuch a 


foul diſhonour of Go p, and of his Bleſſed 
Sow CHRIST JEsvs, be the object of any 
laughter or mirth to men? For next to the 
exceeding great, and 1 am afraid, unpardonable i Joh. v. 
fn of being guilty of writing thoſe horrid Pa- 16. 
pers, I can think of none greater, than hat 


of reading them with pleaſure, and. ging: at 
| them * ne, 
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torments; while in the mean time he feels SEN 4 
within him the furious laſhes of his own mind 
correcting him, and the ſtrong and ſevere hand jer. ii. 197 
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' Szxm.l. SEE how this abominable man endeavours 
to expoſe, to run down, to ſcoff and ſcorn 
every thing he likes not, which is all that is 
good and worthy in the univerſe ! Does any 
thing ſacred, more eſpecially, eſcape his pro- 
phane, moſt black, and dirty pen? With what 
terrible irreverence, how very impiouſly, how 
intolerably, how much worſe than any lan- 
guage is able to expreſs, and would even trem- 
dle to repreſent, does he treat the Divine Au- 
Matth. x. Ihor and Founder of our Faith himſelf, the 
25. Lorp of Glory! How does he call thoſs of 
his houfhold Beelzebub, together with their 
Bleſſed Maſter / How does he purſue the 
whole Sacred order of the Prieſthood appoint- 
Rev. ii, ed by Gop himſelf, and the Angels of the W 
1, Cc. Church eſpecially, with the bittereſt and moſt 
impudent revilings ! with the utmoſt flouts 
and ſcorn imaginable ! whereas the Great 
| Jude 9. Arch-Angel Michael, when diſputing with the © 
Dieꝛvil about the body of Moſes, durſt not bring, 
even againſt the Devil himſelf, a railing accuſa- 
_ tion! much leſs ſuch a one as this man brings 
againſt theſe religious Fathers of the Church 
of Gop. For thoſe moſt mild, gracious, and 
- bleſſed Spirits, the Holy Angels of Gop in 
Heaven are always ready and prepar'd to ful- 
fill acts of grace and love, of good will, kind- 
| neſs and favour to others; in releinblance- of - - 
Tl heir great and Bleſſed Father, the original pat- 
Matth. tern of all goodneſs, whoſe face they always be- 
/ Xyll, 19, bold in bliſs, and whoſe moſt perfect & exam- 


* Hooker's Eccleſ, Polity, Lib, I, Sec, * 


& - 


hy | 


ance, nothing. 
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N ple they for ever copy after and endeavour to s EN M. 1. 
imitate. But at injury, railing, and reviling, "WY 
we may believe thoſe glorious Spirits have no 
skill, talent, nor faculty at all. That is proper- 
ly the Devil's office, province, and employ- 
ment; they never invade it, but leave it entire- 
ly to him, without grudge or envy. But this 
man, his perfect Diſciple, is as his Maſter, he Luke vi, 
has learnt the whole myſtery of his trade and 40 
employment from him; from his black Maſter, Joh. viii. 
and Father the Devil; and the works of bis Fa- 46. 
ther he will do, till he is reſtrain'd ! 
Ver theſe truly humble, pious, and learn- 
ed Fathers of our Church, in a true Chri- 
ſtian Spirit of meekneſs, of wiſdom, which this James iii, | 
man knows nothing of, anſwer not this un- '3- 
dutiful reviler (his repioaches I mean, for rea- 
| ſons he has none) as King Solomon well adviſes prov. 
in his caſe; and as another great and good vi 4. 
King, Hezekiah, after him, commanded in the 
inſtance of Railing Rabſhakeh; and as a much IIa. xxxvi. 
greater than either of them, our Lo RD JESUS. 
_ Cur15rT himſelf did always practiſe; who 
reply'd to the reaſons of his enemies what was 
juſt and true, but to their abuſes and re- 
_ proaches, except meek patience and forbear- 


* Bux let this bold, bad man go and earn, ' . 
hei Is yet able to underſtand, what this meaneth; fal. lin. : 


* spencer“ 5 Fairy Queen, Hats of old Archimago. 5 
And curſed heaven, and ſpoke reproachful ſname 
Of Higheſt Go p, the Lon of life and light, 

| i& bold, bad man! Bool I. 8 Cant, 1.47. 
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SE x. I. that theſe good, wiſe, and worthy Fathers of 
our Church are fo well employ'd in the care 


x Tim, ii. of the houſe of the living Go p, the Church of 
wg CHRIST, whom he blaſphemes, and in all o- 


pable of true reaſon and underſtanding, nor 


35 


| 25. 


ther works of piety and goodneſs; that they 
have no time, leiſure, nor inclination to reply 
to the virulent and empty ſaucineſs of foofs, 
is unleſs it be in the way the ſpirit of wiſdom 
alaknd of Gop himſelf preſcribes, and their 
Prov. own duty requires of them, A whip for the 
ez. horſe, and a bridie for the aſs, and a rod for the 

Fools back. For if theſe ſinners will be ſuch 

| fools, as they take care to approve themſelves 
= to all men of ſenſe and reaſon in the world, ſo 
=_ - much like to the horſe and mule that have no un- 
| dierſtanding, they muſt undergo the ſame cor- 
rection and reſtraint with them, I think, and 
Pal xxx ii have their mouths held with bit and birds __ 3 
9% they have, leſt they fall upon us, or upon ſome- 

. thing better than our ſelves; Not being ca- 


2 Tim iii. ever able through the ignorance and blindneſs that 
7. is in them, to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
Prov. x. For wiſdom and knowledge are for men of under- : 
vi 5 ſtanding, but a fool to the correction of the flocks, 
vi. 22. ſays Solomon. And ſurely theſe men are the 
; greateſt, worſt, and moſt unaccountable ſort 
of fools in the whole: world! for there is no 


D xxi. 30. wit, nor wiſdom, nor knowledge, nor underſtand. 
: Joh, xvii. ing, nor counſel againſt the Lo RD, the only 
true Gop, and JEsus CHRIST whom he 
bas ſent. In the knowledge and love of whom 
Ezck,xvi, conſiſts eternal 1 * But wo, wo to theſe. 


wicked 


EE 
8 n UT 
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wicked men, that they abuſe religion, them- SEA u. I. 1 
ſelves, and all the world! wo be to them r = 
thus laugh now, for hae Jon mourn and weep Luke vi. 
for ever! ORs 1 
cou now to the Third and Laſt par- —_— 
ticular I propos'd, which was to repreſent the 1 
great and indiſpenſable obligation that lies 1 
upon the profeſſors of our Holy religion, to © 
maintain and perſevere in the faith of the [ 
Goſpel, againſt all the oppoſition, all the plau- _ © | 
ſible pretences and practices of the men of _ 
corrupt minds, that thus pervert or adulterate = 
the Faith of CHRIS once for all deliver d toJude 3. Wi 
the Saints, Let us hold faſt the profeſſion of our | 
Faith without wavering. If ever there was rea- 
ſon for any thing, there is certainly for this; 
both Divine and Humane Authority oblige us | 
do it, and our own higheſt intereſt and ha- } 
| Pineſs direct us 70 i#. We have all the evidence Y 10 
for the Truth and Divinity of our Holy re- —_ 
ligion, that we could poſſibly have, ſuppoſing . 
it to be true; and we are moſt unreaſonable, 
and act quite beſide the way and manner of nr 
men, if we demand or deſire more. For What = 
is it, wherein Gop has fail'd us! ? or has he 
not given ſufficient evidence to the word of 
his Holy Truth and Doctrine? He made bare 
the Arm of his Almighty power for our ſakes, Ifa li. 10. 
chang ' d, controll'd, ſurpaſs'd the ſtanding las 
of nature, in thoſe mighty ſigns and wonders 11h 
that he wrought in confirmation of it ; and 1 
made heaven, and earth, and hell it ſelf all Matth. ii. | 
bear witnels to the Truth and Divinity of his iar - ; = 
HoLyv 24 4 
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SERM. I. HoL V SoN, the Great Author and Finiſher of 
Ya our Faith, All Hiſtories are full of this, and 
6 the whole world a volume in which 'tis writ- 
1 oh. xi. ten in the largeſt characters. The ſound of the 
_ | x, Goſpel went out throughout all lands, and its 
28. words to the ends of the world; even the Ta- 
* xix. bernacle of the Sun it ſelf, when more than a 
Numb. . cloud of darkneſs reſted on it at the Death of 
12. the Sox of Gop, bore witneſs to the truth 
: of this. All nature proclaim'd his Divine per- 
| fon and authority, own'd and ſubmitted to his 
power, and requir'd obedience to his laws. 
And ſhall man, vain man, the folly, and weak- 
neſs, and wickedneſs of frail humane nature, 
oppoſe this? and ſhall we give up our reaſon 
and conſcience, the Dignity and Excellency 
of our nature, and our Holy faith it ſelf, the 
- ornament of our preſent life, and the great 
pledge and ſecurity of our future and eternal 
| happineſs, to the impudence, impertinence, and 
impiety of a few raſh, headlong, preſumptuous, 
ſcoffing Sinners? Where! is then the Spirit of a 
man in us, or the generous and noble Genius of 
a Chriſtian ? If all that Go p has done for us, 
cannot retain us to him, it is impoſſible ha : 
Salvation it ſelf to fave us. Let not then the 
vain wiles and ſophiſtry, the fooliſh confidence 
| _____ and preſumption, the pride, impudence, or ig- 
— of evil men, the common ill vogue, 
opinions, or practice of a wicked world ever 
prevail upon us to forſake him who died for 
us, who is thereby become the author of life 
13 to us, the foundation of all our * our pre- 
. ſent 
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IJ 
ſent ſhield and defence, and our exceeding great St N M. I. 
reward. Let not the examples or influence pf 
of evil men, how great, how many, how pow- xxyiii, 5. 
erful, how celebrated ſoever, miſlead us from 885 xv. 
the euch, that we ſhould forlike our Gop, 


the rock of our Salvation, the Great ſpring and Pal Ixii, 


fountain of living waters. Hath a nation chang d Numb. 
their gods, which yet are no gods? ſays the xx. 8. 
eloquent and holy Prophet well - 
we change our Glory for the 1 image and ſimili- Pal et. 
tude of Calves, for the ſenſeleſs and ſhallow 20. 
remonſtrances, the ſtupid inferences and col- ? Jon. 2225 
lections of a ſet of benighted, ignorant, blinded, Eph. iv. 
and blundering fools ? If we do ſo, we deſerve 8. 
the fate of thoſe very brutes themſelves hat, 


and their character too, which is this, to be 
without reaſon, or TY thought, or ap- 
prehenſion. 

I covry eaſily carry on this Subject to 

a much greater length, in a more diſtinct, 
cloſe and argumentative way; but I have al- 
ready quite tir'd both your patience and my 
ſelf, and ſhall therefore leave the reſt to be 
purſued by your ow much Was and more 
juſt reflections. 


Anp now, my dearly beloved Brethren, 


be ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable from the Faith and John.” : 
Hope of the Goſpel of CHRIS r, even f ſtand ©, ce 


faſt in the LoR D, my dearly beloved. And Colo, i 


may the Gop of all Grace and Goodneſs, and 23. 


the word of his power preſerve us all from the * 


ſnares, errors, and deceits of a corrupt and Heb. i. 3. 


3 ______ fooliſh 


And ſhall Jer. i. 1, 


* xlix. | 
periſh, that are made 10 be taken and deſtroy'd, <a _ 
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SER M. I. fooliſh world; from the wanderings and wa- 
SEW verings of 0 and unreaſonable men, deſti- 
illi. 2. tute of Truth, for all men have not the Faith 
os vi. and may he build us up, and eftabliſh us in 
= xx, every good thought, word and work, and give 
: 2 The g. #5 an inheritance among all them that are ſancti- 


FI 4 fied by Faith in our Lo RD Jtsvs Cuntsr, 


the Sox of Gov, through the powerful ope- 
Heb x. ration of the Holy Spirit of Grace: To whom 
Math, with the Bleſſed and Eternal Father, Lord of 

xi. 25. Heaven and Earth, be always aſcrib'd, and for 
5 _ vii. ever due, all Bleſſ ing, and Glory, md Wiſdom, 
and Thankſgiving, and Honour and Might, 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 
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SERMON II. 


v R EAC H'D 


Before the U x1 VERSITY, 
1726; and afterwards at the 
TEMPLE, London, on Sun- 

we I's 11. ated 


8 Jop 8 kpidle, ver. 3. 


e That ye ſhould earneſtly tontend_ 
for the Faith, which was once de. 
liver d to the S amts, 


of this nature ſhould have been. 
thought neceſſary in the very firſt and 
pureſt age of Chriſtianity, and hat 
Him no leſs than the pen of an Apoſtle, ſeems 
a a matter of very great ſurprize, and could hard- 
ly find room and entertainment in our Faith. 
But yet ſuch indeed was the caſe and condi- 
tion even of thoſe early times, and ſo the very 
matter ſtood in fact it ſelf. And though the 
doctrines of our holy Religion were juſt then 


G2 newly : 


HAT an advice and exhortation Szzxm. II. 
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Sex. II. newly deliver'd pure and uncorrupt from the 
Hb. x. mouth of the Divine Autbor of our faith him- 


: ſelf; though the eye · witneſſes of the Word, and 
Luke i. 2 Diyinity of the Chriſtian Religion, almoſt all 


2 Pet. i. 


* of them, were ſtill alive, and the powers of 
+ Heb, vi.z.the world to come, were ſo frequently exerted 


atteſt the ſame; yet howſoever it came about, 
through the induſtry of the Devil, and the 


corruptigns of men, the truths of Gon were 
no ſooner enter'd upon the world, than they 


 finuations of falſe and dangerous opinions. 


time, becauſe of the fly and wicked practices 


Author, and perverting its pure and heavenly 
doœctrines, in order to their own baſe and un- 
righteous purpoſes, and to favour and coun- 


that you ſhould eurneſtly contend for the faith, 


ere Wer of old ordain d to this condemnation, 
| — 


in plain, viſible, and miraculous effects, to 


were attempted by the wiles of error, the in- 


Ts reaſon the Apoſtle gives, immediate- 
ly after my text, of his ſo very careful and ſe- 
rious application to the Church of Go p at that 


db evil men, that even then endeavoured to 

undermine the Goſpel of CHRIST, in its 

firſt, moſt neceſſary, and fundamental articles; 
contradicting and denying the Divinity of its 


tenance their own pollutions. Beloved, ſays 
the Apoſtle, when 1 gave all diligence to write 
unto you of the common ſalvation, it was neceſſa- 

ry for me to write unto you, and exhort you, 


which was once deliver'd to the Saints. And 
then follows the reaſon of this neceſſity . For 
there are certain men crept in unawares, who 
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ungodly men turning the grace of Gop into laſ-Sexn, II. 
civiouſneſs, and denying the only Lo RD GOD, 
and our Lord JESUS CHRIST. This, it 
ſeems, was at hat time a ſufficient reaſon 
for the Apoſtle to put the ſaints and true 
profeſſors of religion in remembrance of their N 
duty, and to ſtand upon the defence and main- | 
tenance of their common faith. . BM 
Ay if this was a good reaſon then, T am 

ſure it is ſo vow, and for our attending to this bY 
excellent advice, deliver'd in my text, oo ns 1 
carefulneſs and caution, in a corrupt and 9 
licentious age, when the very heart and life of | | 
Chriſtianity in general are ſtruck at, by the .. 
bold and impious errors of men, in plain and ia 
direct oppoſition to Gop's own word, and 
the moſt authentick conſent of men in the 
beſt and pureſt ages of the Church. This, if 
any thing, ought to be a motive and power- @ _ 
ful engagement on us to tate unto us the _ vi. 
whole armour of God, in the defence of our * 
religion, and in the Apoſtle's own words and 
ſenſe, earneſtly to contend for the Faith which 
was once deliver'd to the Saints. 
From theſe words of the Apoſtle there- 


fore, I ſhall make it my preſent buſineſs to 
conſider theſe three things; 


e 3 3 1 


Pins r, That there is a certain form and 
rule of faith, in a fix'd and determin'd ſenſe, - 
as far as God has thought fit to reveal it, 
deliver'd to the Church of Go p, obliging and 
: requiring our firm aſſent to it, which is here 


ſtil'd 


"= A Preſervative axainff 


SERM, II. Ril'd the faith that was once deliver'd to the 
WV Saints. 


ent That this form and rule of 
Faith was once for all, deliver'd to the Church 
by CHRIS TH and his Apoſtles, for that is the | 
Proper notation of the Greek word amat, 
and is to be continued down to the Church 
in after ages, without alteration, without ad- 
dition or diminution. 


 TminvLy, With what degrees and med- 
ſures of zeal and care, and in what inſtances 
we are requir'd to defend and maintain this 
Holy Faith, againſt all that ſhall endeavour at 
any time to corrupt or oppole it: We are to 
_ contend earneſtly for the faith that was once de- 
liverd to the Saints. Theſe particulars take 
up, I think, the full ſcope and intendment of 
my text, and I ſhall proceed on them in the 
order here laid down, by conſidering | 


Fi RST, T hat there is a certain form and 
rule of faith, in a fix'd and determin'd ſenſe, 
as far as Gop has thought fit to reveal it, 
deliver'd to the Church of Gop, obliging . 
and requiring our firm aſſent to it, which is | 
here ſtil'd the Faith that was once deliver'd to 
2 Tim. i.the Saints. This St. Paul entitles the form of 
* Sound words, and charges his diſciple Timothy 
to keep it ſacred and inviolate : It being in- 
| deed that ſcheme of divine and heavenly truths, | 
which Gop has made known to the world 
in 
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in order to our falvation. Tis that great de- SRM. II. 
poſitum, committed to the care and keeping e 
of the Church, which for that reaſon is ſtil'd 
the pillar and ground of truth it ſelf; as it ex- 1 Tim. iii. 
hibits, repreſents, and holds out to us, and . 
to the ſeveral Members of it, thoſe main 
and fundamental doctrines, upon the reception 
and belief of which our everlaſting happi- 1: 
neſs depends. And though we perhaps our — 
ſelves may not diſcern the neceſſary and imm 
diate connection there is between theſe points 1 
of faith at preſent, and our life and happi- | 
| neſs hereafter, yet GO D who reveal'd them 1 
to us does ſo; and therefore tis at our utmoſt | "I 
peril if we reject or disbelieve theo. 
Fon *tis by our holding theſe „ 7 
doctrines of our faith, that we are united to = 
Cu Ris 1 himſelf, withbar whom there is no Epheſ. v. 5 1 | 
: Life; who is the bead of the Church, and by be- 23. 
ing join'd to whom, in the ſame faith, wee 1 
Have fellowſhip one with another. From whence 1 Job. i. 7. 
appears the high neceſſity of our underſtanding wil 
theſe main articles of our faith in that ſound = 
and certain ſenſe, which Gop intended we 
ſhould do at the diſcovery of them to uss 
and therefore we may be ſure, in theſe things, _»U 
- a6 far as he- requires us to believe, he has i 
| ſpoken plainly. For otherwiſe, if we were „ 
left to our own liberty, to frame our own in- in 
terpretations of the doctrines of faith, or were 1 
left under an utter incapacity of coming to 
an aſſurance in what ſenſe they were at firſt 


deliver d, then we could not be oblig'd to an 
I unity 


LY 15 
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Sun, II. unity of faith amongſt our ſelves, becauſe that 


would be impoſlible, and ſo the end of 


Gop's revelation would entirely be diſap- 
pointed, which was to bring us all in the 
_ communion of the fame truths to the fame. 


: 1 pet. i 9. great end of our faith, the ſalvation of our fouls. 
Zpheſ. ir. And we. are as neh alir'd ther is bit ove. 


* Faith, as we are, that there is but one Lo RD 


and one Go p the object of it. 
Bor now if it were not neceſſary, that 
all that are members of the Chriftian Church, 


1 Cor. i. ſhould believe and ſpeak the ſame things, as near 


8 10. 


as poſſible, in the eſſentials of our Faith; if 
it were a thing meerly indifferent and arbitra- 
ry what notions we entertain, or what ex» 
poſitions we make of the articles of our be- 
lief, in that caſe, there would not be one only 
faith but many; and the ſeveral members of 
the ſpiritual communion would have no agree- 
ment or intercourſe with one another, and 
ſo the unity of the Church would be' quite 
broken and diffoly'd. But that it ſhould not 
be ſo, our Bleed Lo RD himſelf, the foun- 
der of our faith, was infinitely careful, and 


ch. xvii, earneſtly pray'd to his Holy Father juſt before bis 
21, 22. death, that it might not; and we are ſure his 


| Prayer was, and will be heard, to the laſt and 
trueſt intent and import of it. And as he 

pray' d this might not be, ſo muſt he be ſup. 

poſed to have left us under an obligation of 

preventing it as much as poſſible, and conſe+ 

quently of believing and ſpeaking the ſame 
— as to the main and eſſential doctrines of 
reli gion, ; 


underſtood, and to put our own miſtakes and 
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religion, and of receiving the belief of them zz. 11, Th 
in that one and certain ſenſe he intended to give el 
us when he firſt made the revelation. Fl 


So that indeed to miſinterpret the form of 
faith, and to go off from that primitive ſenſe 
in which it was firſt deliver'd, and may be 


miſconſtructions on it, is really and truly not 

to believe at all, but to overthrow the Chri- 
ſtian faith it . So St. Paul informs us of » Tim, i be 
Hymeneus and Philetus, who, by miſconſtru- 8 
ing and miſrepreſenting that great article of 

the reſurrection of the dead, and running it 

into a myſtical and figurative ſenſe, did con- 
ſequently quite cancel and overthrow the Chri- 

ſtian faith. If then we are thus ſtrictly 

oblig'd even by Gop himſelf, in conſequence 

of our ſpiritual union with his Church, to 


believe aright, and under the ſame apprehem = 
ſions in matters of our faith, 'tis certain it T 
muſt be in our power ſo to do, and that we 1 
are furniſh'd with ſufficient means in order if 
| to it, otherwiſe Go p would never have paſs'd 1 
us under ſuch an obligation; becauſe his good- Z 4 
neſs and faithfulneſs will never ſuffer him to “ 
oblige any of his creatures to what he knows 5 1 
impoſlible for them to perform. And there- _ 
fore Gop has made his revelations ſufficient- — 
ly plain and eaſy to be underſtood, as far aas 
he intended we ſhould believe them. „5 1 
tho' we may not indeed be able to conceive "i 
the manner how, or the reaſons why things = 
are ſo, yet that they are ſo, he has made = 
H full, wy þ j 
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A Preſervative again nſt 


Sur, II. full, diſtinct, and clear revelations, and we 
Vault believe him, and reſt upon his Word; 


and beyond that, in caſes he has not more 


Clearly reveal'd, he docs not himſelf W 
of * 


Tu vs for inſtance, in that great myſtery 


of our Faith the doctrine of the Trinity, we 
are frequently and fully inform'd in the Holy 


Scriptures of the Diſtinction and Divinity of 


the ſeveral Perſons, and at the ſame time of 
the perfect unity of the Godhead, tho? the 
mode and manner how theſe things are ſo, 
is far beyond our comprehenſion no, and ſo 
perhaps may ever continue to be, by reaſon of 
the finitef frame and capacity of our minds not 
able to reach, or contain, or comprehend 
things infinite. Let us believe only ſo much 


as Gop himſelf has reveal'd, and we are ſafe. 


But if we will go beyond this, and will be 
tampering with the great myſteries of our 
Faith, and thruſting our own inconſiſtent opi- 


nions upon other men, as the true and on- 


ly ſenſe and meaning of the Articles, beyond 
what we are authoriz'd to do from the Ana- 
| Rom. xi, logy of faith, and the Word of Gop in ſcrip- 
ture, this is our own raſhneſs and preſump- 
tion, and we may ſuffer for it, by taking 
on us to determine the truths of Gop in a 
different ſenſe, or beyond, and above what is 
dritten in thoſe ſacred oracles. Almighty 
Go in theſe myſteries obliges us to be- 


lieve as he has reveal'd, and no further; and 
then ſurely his revelations may be underſtood 
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in the ſenſe that he intended them. And if sau. 11, TH 
they may be ſo underſtood, then we are oblig d * 7 

to underſtand chem /o, becauſe the very end of i 
the revelation was to direct and engage us to 


a right belief. So that when, with due care = 
and application in matters of faith, ſo right 9 
and certain an information of theta = 1 
had from the revelations of the ſcripture, tis 1 
our own fault, our neglect, or our perverſe- | j 
neſs, if we run into dangerous errors and _ 
miſtakes, and we are certainly, and highly ac- — 
countable for them. And, how poſitive ſo- 1 
ever we may be, or how fincere ſoever we 
may think ourſelves, or be thought by others, [il 
in theſe falſe and erroneous interpretations of 4 
the faith, which we give out, that will ol 
not excaſe us; we are bound to believe the 3 
truth it ſelf, and we had means of doing ſo, =_ 
and we would not attend to them; either 4 
prejudice, or negligence, or pride, or ſingula. 
rity or wilfulneſs had led us wrong, and we 1 
may juſtly be call'd to a ſevere trial and Pu- 0 


niſhment for our falſe opinions. 


| From hence then it ſufficiently appears 1 
þ that Gop has given us a ſettled form and > Al 
1 rule of faith to guide us, that he has given 
: us ſufficient means of knowing it, that he 
; obliges us to receive it as he has given it, and 
that if we go from it, tis the error of our 1 
preſent way, and will be our condemnation . 
beser, 0 


I THEREFORE now — in the ſe- 
cond place to ſhew that this very ſame faith, 


Hz e 


A Preſervative againſt 


Sta x. II. this form of ſound words, is once for all de- 
WWYY lizer'd to the Church, and to be continued in 


it to after ages, without alteration, without 
addition, or diminution. This is the proper 
interpretation of the Greek word aTaZ in the 
text, fragen Th me- Ar Tape 


Shen 7075 dos, which ſhould be render d, 


once for all deliver d to the Saints, The faith 
that was once for all deliver'd by CHRIST 


and his Apoſtles, to which nothing need, nor 


Rev. xxii. 


ought to be added, nor muſt any thing be re- 
moved or taken from it. And therefore the 
Grand Hereſy of the Goſbicks, againſt whom 


this whole epiſtle of Sr. Jude is directly aim'd, 


ſtands, in the verſe after my text, condem d | 
under a very black and odious character by 
this Apoſtle, as having introduc'd a quite new 


ſcheme of principles in religion utterly in- 


conſiſtent with the Primitive faith, and ex- 


preſſy contradictory to the main and eſſential 


articles of it. There are certain men, ſays the 


Holy Apoſtle, crept in unwares, who were be- 


ore of old ordain'd to this condemnation, ungod- 


ly men, turning the grace of Gos into laſcivi- 


ouſneſe, and denying the only Lord Go p, and 


our Lord Ixs us CHRIST. Thele ill men, 


it ſeems, under a vain pretence, and preſum- 


ption of themſelves, as being the moſt pure 
and holy Saints of Gop, or, as the Cant ran 
then, and ſince, the Eleft and ſanctiſtied ones, 


gave a looſe to all ſorts of wantonneſs and 


2250 my being given over to a reprobate ſenſe, 


proceed 


LT. 
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proceeded ſo far at laſt, as to make groſs and SERM. II. 
 heterodox innovations in the very firſt princi- WY 
ples of religion, the belief of one only God, : 
and his bleſſed Son CHRIST IJ ESUS. An 
account of whoſe ſtrange wild errors, which 


I need not here refer my audience to, may 


be ſeen at "M7 in the antient books of He- N 
neus. 


AGAINST theſe here St. 74 preſcribes 


our having recourſe to the antient oracles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, as once deliver'd by 
CHRIST and his Apoſtles, as a means to 
| Preſerve, good men at leaſt, from thoſe dange- 


rous and pernicious errors, if others by their 


_ own fault were paſt either remedy or recove- 
ry from them. It is therefore plain from 
hence, that in our diſputes about the doctrines 
of religion, we are to look back to thoſe ori- 
ginal fountains of Divine and Spiritual truth, 
that were at Firft open d, and flow'd down . 
ever fince through the Church the City of Pfal. All. 
Gop, and have refreſh'd and made it glad int 
every age. Hence we may fetch and plead 
the true Preſcription againſt Hereticks and in- 
novators in religion, that all we are to re- 
ceive, as the dictates of neceſſary Faith, is 
fully reveal'd to us and contain d in the Word 
of Gop, not to be revers d or chang d by 
the opinions and ſentiments of men. Beyond 
this, whoever ſhall attempt or endeavour to 


intrude upon us any thing, as an article of 


faith, or doctrine of the Goſpel, he is to be 
-"Þ cjefted, though an Angel from heaven him- Gal, i. 3. 
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San 1 it /elf ſhould do it. After the preaching of 
WY Cunrisr and his Apoſtles, whoſe Doctrine 


is fully comprehended in the books of the 
new Teſtament, there was a final cloſe and 
ſeal fix'd and ſet to all revelation, at leaft 
of the great and eſſential doctrines of Reli- 
gion. Other writings ſince are but an en- 
Jargement and interpretation upon this Primi- 
tive doctrine, and are to be prov'd and tried 
by it, as the only teſt of ſacred and divine 
truth; from which whatſoever opinion goes 
off or varies, it is to be deteſted and abhor'd 
as an enemy to the Goſpel of CHRIST, and 
: the eternal intereſts of mens ſouls. 
Bur the objection here will be, How ſhall : 
we know the doctrine we receive to be the 
true meaning and intendment of Gop's Word, 
ſince ſo many men, of different ages and tem- 
pers, have every one abounded in his own 
ſenſe of Scripture, and contended for it, and 
recommended it earneſtly to others as the only 
true one? The anſwer to this, I think ſuffi- 
cient, is this, That in the neceſſary Articles of 
Faith and Religion, the Scripture compar d 
with it {elf is ſufficiently plain and eaſy to the 
common. underſtandings of men, as it is fit 
it ſhould be in matters of ſo very high, and 
ſuch immediate conſequence to falyation ; and 
that an honeſt and faithful induſtry may, thro? 
the proper means and grace of Gop, arrive at 
a ſufficient and ſaving knowledge of them. If 
we will not allow and maintain this, we muſt 
with no leſs than blaſphemy aſſert, and hold, 


that 
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men, in order to their ſalvation, hen when he 
moſt intended it. And if Gop intended the 


47 


that Gop either did not, or could not ſpeak Sex. Il. 
intelligibly to the common underſtandings of "WY 


Holy Scripture for a Rule of Faith as well 
as Manners, then the Scripture in it ſelf is 


fit to be the guide and meaſure of mens 


opinions and interpretations, and not the in- 


terpretations of men and their fancies the rule 
of Scripture. 


THE writings of men may 12855 clear 


and illuſtrate the truths of Gop to a greater 


advantage, and enforce them with powerful 


greateſt conſequence. 
pute and controverſy what is che true and eſ- 


ſential faith of the Church of Gop, to the 16. vii. 
Law and to the Teſtimony, there is our rule, 


on which we muſt depend, and from whence 


motives, and proper repreſentations of their 
But in all cafes of diſ- 


20. . 


les no appeal. But when the books and wri- 
tings of learned and pious men, a great many 
of whom themſelves laid down their lives in 


confirmation of their Faith and Doctrine; when 


all, or moſt of theſe ſhall be found fo agreeing 


and conſentient in what they teach for many 


centuries together to the ſenſe of Scripture, 


as capable of being, or obvious and eaſy to 


be under ſtood: This, though it gives no new 


authority to the word of G op, yet 'tis a com- 


fort and encouragement to good, honeſt and 


plain men, that they are not miſtaken in the 
truth, and a good ground for learned men 
to proceed on and urge the opinion of theſe 
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48 
Ss. II. primitive Saints, in its behalf, inſt the 
acdverſary. 


A Preſervarive againſt 


AND this indeed has been the caſe of our 


own, and of the Church of Gop in general 
in theſe worſt and latter ages, amidſt thoſe 


many outrageous and impudent Sects, and He- 
reſies, eſpecially that madneſs of Infidelity, that 


have of late prevail'd z and which, after having 
been refuted and rejected for ſo many hundred 


years together, with univerſal authority, dare 
yet riſe and ſhew their ſerpentine heads again 


amongſt us, and attempt to ſhake and endan- 
ger the Faith of ſome, by their own former 
fault prepar'd to receive and entertain them. A- 
gainſt theſe immodeſt, and erroneous innovators 
we have this to plead; Our Faith is the ſame 
that it was for the firſt three hundred years in 
the antient Church, before ever religion was 


much made a matter of publick diſpute, or 


brought into general councils: And when it 
was brought there, yet even then, that great 
council of Nice did not take upon it to ap- 


point and conſtitute, but declare only the true 


| Chriſtian Faith before receiv'd from the firſt 


| beginnings of Chriſtianity : And this “ has ſe- 


veral times been made appear from the uni- 


verſal conſent of the Fathers and Writers of : 
thoſe times in the firſt and pureſt ages. TRE 


80 that the Church of CHRIS has had 


but one true Faith, one Doctrine, that has con- 
tinued down from the very firſt, through all 


* See Dr. Bull's Defenſ. Fid. Nic. 


the 
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the various turns, ruſt, and revolution of ſo SAU. II. 
many ages, from the very beginning of it to "VY 
the preſent times. And Gop himſelf intend- 


ing, at the firſt delivery of it, that it ſhould 


do ſo, and ordering by his wiſe providence 


that it might do ſo, there was no need of any 
new Revelation, or any new Wonders, to give 
it either a further diſcovery or confirmation 
than it had before. And therefore our pre- 
ſent faith is the very ſame with that of the 


Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians, that ſame faith 
which was once for all deliver'd to the Saints; 


and for that reaſon it more highly concerns us 


to be careful how we part with that which we 
| have thus upon the beſt authority receiv'd. 
WuIc h leads me to the Third and laſt 


; general Head to be ſpoken to, that we ſhould 
think it our duty, and make it our endeavour 
to defend and maintain this Holy Faith, with 


thoſe degrees and meaſures of vigour, zeal, 
and care, that are neceſſary, againſt all that 


hall attempt at any time to corrupt or op- 
poſe it: And I ſhall here ſhew in what in- 
ſtances we are requir'd to do ſo, more eſpecial» 
ty; and in what manner we are bound to con- 
tend earneſtly for this faith, which was once de- 
liver d to the Saints. And ſurely if any thing 
8 and will juſtify our earneſtneſs and 
degrees of contention, this will do ſo, 
en we ſee the great and chief points of our 
holy religion thus oppos'd and diſputed by the 


proud confidence, and erroneous preſumption 
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4 Preſe ruative againſt 


Sean. II. of ill men. Thoſe very points and articles of 


Doe 


our faith, upon which the whole frame of 
Chriſtianity ſtands ſupported, and upon the 


truth and certainty of which all our preſent 
hopes, and our future and eternal happineſs 
depend. If we don't diſcover a juſt and hear- 
ag concern in this caſe, for the honour of 
Gop and our own Salvation, we betray and 
give up the intereſts of Religion and Truth it 


ſelf; and ſo far as we are not careful to re- 


prove and diſcountenance ſuch Capital errors in 
bother men, if we are able to do ſo, we may 
be truly ſaid to countenance and encourage 
them, and are partakers of their guilt and 
dangerous conſequences. The defence of the 
order and diſcipline of our own particular 
Church and Conſtitution, do very well de- 
ſerve our zealous and hearty care, againſt 
whatever principles or practices of men we ap- 
prehend may threaten or tend to overthrow 
them at any time. But when the very life 
and being of our common Chriſtianity it ſelf 
is threaten'd and aim'd at, by the bold and 
impious aſſertions of the fouleſt errors of He- 
reticks and Infidels, who ſhed their poiſon 
and malignant influence all around, and about 


us, then for us to be tame, and. quiet, and 


] gentle, and eaſy, and ſoft, and mild, and paſ- 
fave, is an argument only of our want of cou- 


rage, ſenſe or conſcience, and of a juſt con- 


cern for Gop's honour and our own falva- 
vation. Bur theſe are more wide and gene- 


Infidelity and Apoſtacy. FI 
ral conſiderations 3 I ſhall therefore proceed Senn, II. 
more nearly and immediately to ſhew, in 
what particular inſtances Chiefly our hearty } 
zeal and concern for the truths of religion are 4 
7 to expreſs themſelves, in oppoſition to the 1 
| errors of other men, whether of Herely or”; 4 
"—_— | | 
IN the Firſt place then, we are to endea- = 
vour to convince theſe perſons by found re ll 
ſon and argument, that being the firſt and moſt —@ 1 
Proper way upon the minds of men that are it 
not given over to a reprobate me. - 5 Mi 
Bor, Secondly, where they are ſo, and will bl 
not be convinc'd by reaſon, but either in wil- 1 
of fulnefs, or pride, or any other vicious principle, A 
oppoſe themſelves, we are not difallow'd in 55 Wl 
that caſe, and it may be a very good reſtrainnt = 
upon them to expoſe their wickedneſs and fol- — 
ly in terms of ſharpneſs and ſeverity, to bring A 
their perſons to a Juſt Dame, and their doctrines . i; 
to diſgrace, | 
1 THIRDL , Where both theſe methods = 
| fail, then the aids of Authority and Power are / 2 c 4 
i to be call'd and taken i in, to correct the inſo- —— i 
lence of impious errors, and to prevent their * 
contagion and dangerous influence upon others, Ml 
Whatever other methods of ſhewing our zea- _ 
laus concern and intereſt for the maintenance RE 
of the truths and principles of religion there 1 
are, they are either ſuch as are of a leſs and al 
mare remote conſequence, or elſe they maß bi 
1 3 very : 
j 
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Sean. II. very well fall in with, and be comprehended 
under thoſe I have mention'd. 

AND here, Firſt, we are to uſe the beſt 

reaſons and arguments we can to convince men 
of their religious errors, by giving a juſt and 
 farisfaCtory account of ihe Faith and Hope that 

1 pet. li. 7s in our ſelves, and by ſhewing the rottenne/s 
35 and inſincerity of thoſe grounds and reaſons upon 
which the ill opinions and errors of our adver- 
ſaries are built and ſupported; this being the 
beſt way of prevailing upon the minds of men, 
if that may be done, and of preſerving or re- 
ſtoring others from miſtakes and errors in reli- 
gion of the moſt fatal and pernicious conſe- 
quence. By uſing this method alone, 'tis 

| poſlible we may prevail for the ſecurity or re- 

covery of truth, and in the /pirit of calmneſs 
and meekneſs perſwade men, and bring them 


back to a ſenſe of themſelves, and their wn 


duty : Which was the reaſon of the Apoſtle's 
2 Tim i, good advice in this caſe, in meekneſs inſtructing 
25. them that oppoſe themſelves, if Go p peradven- 

ture will give them repentance to the acknow- 
ledgement of the truth. This therefore is firſt 
to be tried, and if this way will do alone, the 

other two methods I mention'd are very happi- 
ly ſuperſeded, as being leſs agreeable to the ra- 
tional nature of man, however neceſſary ſome- 
times in caſes of ſtubborn, 1 and foul 
oppoſition and revolt. 
Ap, Gop be thank'd, our cauſe alt 
his enemies, and thoſe adverſaries to the * 
and 
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and his Holy Religion is ſufficiently prepar'd Suu. II. 
and furniſh'd with arguments, both from reaſon 
and Divine Authority, to ſupport and vindicate 
it ſelf againſt all the wicked ſuggeſtions and 
principles of men, that have riſen, or ſtill may 
riſe againſt it-*. Nor have theſe arguments 
not been us'd, with great eloquence and power 
of perſwaſion, againſt the adverſaries of our 
Faith, both in former times, and more eſpe- 
_ cially of late, by the hands of pious and learned 1 
men, whoſe works are too well known in this 1 
learned and venerable audience for me to men- j 
tion them. Nor is there a greater and more == 
melancholy fign and argument of the deep, 


ingrovn, inveterate corruption and degeneracy — | j 
of the preſent age, of this adulterous and ſinful "| 
generation, than that the beſt and moſt „„ 3 
ful reaſons that have been yet offer'd in the i 


vindication of the principles of religion, have 

had no more large and powerful effects. But = 
: though all the ſtrong holds of Satan, by which > Cor, x; . 
hae maintains and keeps up his empire of Sint 
and Infidelity over the minds of evil men, 


have been ſo often broken down, and all his e "| 
forces of the Kingdom of darkneſs ſo totally 
diſarray'd and routed ; yet ſuch is the impus 'N 
| dence, the uncontrollable hardneſs of heart, and . * 
I ſhall here only mention an admirable book 1 "iN 
written by Dr. IBN EIN, late maſter of St. John's 4 
| : College Cambridge, Of the Reaſonableneſs and Cer- I 
I tainty of the Chriſtian Religion, in two parts, than : ja 
which there can be none better t to that purpoſe, and . - 
I know none like it, "I 


| ſtub- 
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"I Kiwis 
xviii. 27. 
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Sznee 11. ſtubbornneſs of mens pride, of evil opinions in 


religion, that they will yield to nothing, when 
they are ſet againſt it, which either the au- 


|  thority of Gop's own word, or the ſobereſt 
and firmeſt reaſonings of men can offer for 


their amendment and conviction. It may be 


highly expedient therefore, 


Ix the next and ſecond place to endeavour 
to bring theſe men to ſhame and reproach, 
that will not come into reaſon, and to try to 


diſcourage and diſcountenance at leaſt, if we 
cannot ſubdue their inſolence; and that too, by 
cloſe rebukes and expoſtulations, and in terms 
of ſome ſharpneſs and ſeverity, to bring both 
their perſons and their doctrines under a juſt 
diſgrace. For many perſons, that will not 
give up their falſe and miſtaken opinions te 
the force of argument and reaſon, yet are to 
be put out of countenance by a quick and 
lively repreſentation of the baſeneſs and folly 
of their bad principles, and ſo loſe that ground 
in time, which a greater credit and reputation 


in the world would have given them over the 


faith and ſentiments of others. The Holy 
| Scripture is not without ſeveral inſtances of 
dealing after this manner with perſons under 
the ſway of groſs and corrupt opinions in mat- 
ters of religion. Thus Elijab ſcoff d at the 


Idolatrous 1/raelites, for their ridiculous and 


ſenſeleſs Superſtitions in the worſhip of their 


ſtrange and fooliſh Gods; and ſome of the 


other prophets are very cloſe and ſevere upon 
the 
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the vices and follies of men, laying them open Sau II. 
to the abhorrence and contempt of thoſe EC 
heard them. And even Our Gracious Lo RD 
Himſelf thought it not inconſiſtent with his 
own molt bleſſed Spirit of meekneſs, than which 
no man had ever more or greater, to tax and 
| ſcourge with ſevere and terrible menaces and 
upbraidings the arrant hypocriſy and apoſtacy 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, a generation of 
| hypocrites, that by their falſe and rotten prin- | 
Ciples, and counterfeit practices in religion, i] 
under refin'd and ſanctify'd pretences, had quite 1 
perverted the true ſenſe and underſtanding of x 
Gop's law, and diſappointed it in its main 
and juſt deſign and effect, the Reformation of — 
the minds and manners of men. S. Paul /ike- 1Cor. xvii || 
| wiſe we find denouncing both God's high diſ- = 
pleaſure and his own, and ſeverely aggravating , Tim, oY = 
the guilt of thoſe ill men that would any way 4. 7 
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pervert the Goſpel of CHRIS r, from its true Wo 
and genuine deſign or meaning. And in this 
very Epiſtle of my text, with what high de- 
teſtation and terms of the greateſt abhorrence = 
and reproach does the Apoſtle here draw the f 1 
black character, and expoſe the dangerous cor= = 
ruptions of the Gnoſtick Hereticks ! Ungod- 4 "1 
by men, ſays he, filthy dreamers, ſpots in your =_ 
feaſts of charity, clouds without water, wan- 9 
dering ſtars, for whom is reſerv'd the Black- : { | 
net of darkneſs for ever. Theſe are te 
beſt words he can allow thoſe grand cor- 1 
 Tupters of the truth of the Goſpel, and fo 


terrible 


A Preſervative Ka 


sru u. II. terrible a condemnation does he conſign them 
over to. 


So that when there is juſt reaſon for it, 
and even charity to wicked men themſelves, 


or to perſons yet innocent, requires it, we 
are not to be blamed, if we bring out and 


diſplay the perverſeneſs and corruptions of un- 
believers in their moſt foul and odious colours. 
Becauſe moſt men are govern'd in their regard 
for others, not ſo much by the juſt reaſon of 


things, and the true and real grounds of eſteem 
it ſelf, as by the reputation and [way they bear 
in the common vogue and opinion of the 
world. And the doctrines men teach and pro- 
pagate are apt for the moſt part to prevail in 
the world more or leſs, according to the Fame 
or Character current of their ſeveral teachers. 
And therefore by a juſt, open, and deſervd 
repreſentation, to expoſe the dangerous and evil 
tenets of men to the view, and ſcorn, and 


hatred of others, and to bring them under a 
publick cenſure and diſrepute, is one of the 


beſt and moſt effectual ways, and conſequent- 8 
ly not an unlawful one, of doing ſervice to 


the truth it (elf, and of giving a due check 


and reſtraint to the forwardnels and ſaucinels , 


of error. 


Bo r let this till be aa within th 80 5 


of Charity, and really to ſerve the intereſts of 


truth and juſtice, and then there is not ſo 
much danger of exceſs in the exerciſe and 
Practice o it. For he that is angry purely 


With 
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with the /i it ſelf, and with the ſinner only Sean, II. 
for the ſake of that, will, in his ſevereſt deter- WY 
minations and proſecutions againſt evil princi- 5 
ples or evil men, and his declarations againſt 
them, not be apt to break, or exceed the li- 
mits of his own obedience, or to offend either 


againſt the laws of his duty to Gob, or thoſe — 
of his charity and love to men. And in the Wl 
mean time he may, by a good ſpirit, or a good lb. 
wit, do Gop great ſervice in the world, by \þ 
laying out thoſe talents to the ſervice of the 1 
altar, and to the honour of religion, which "tt 
herein ſerve their beſt and trueſt end; and — 
without which they have nothing in themſelves ll 
to be ſo much deſir'd, or ſo really valuable. = 
Bor if after both the former endeavours 1 
have been us'd, men happen to be fo far rivet- id 
ed in vice and error, as to be ſtubborn and ob- 1 
ſtinate againſt the beſt dictates of reaſon, and 14 


proof-harden'd againſt the molt tender refent- 
ments of ſhame: If they have ſo far Harden! 
their foreheads, that they cannot bluſh for allJer. vi. 
| their abominations of the wicked and evil prin- 5. 


r 
* . 
269” _ 
— ——— 


1 ciples they have conſented to, : ik 
Tux inthe third and laſt place, the pro- 
= per aids of power and authority are juſtly to 4 
be call'd in to the ſupport of truth, and the 1 
ſuppreſſion of error, to correct the inſolence of 
unbelievers, and to prevent the contagion and n 


ill influence of their bad principles upon others. LF 4 | 
And, when all other attempts have fail'd, this has i 


been found the beſt, as well as laſt reſort in times 
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A Preſervative againſt 


Senx. II. of great and popular errors; after all the reſt 
e have been us'd, has prov'd ſucceſsful: And this 


indeed is the great end both of ſacred and ſecular 


power, to guard the honour and truths of Go 


and his religion from the contempt and cor- 


ruptions of ſinful men. And therefore Princes 
and Rulers were ever yet eſteem'd, both by 


office and title, the great patrons and pro- 


11a. xlix. 


"She; 


tectors of Religion and the Church of Gop. 


Kings were its nurſing Fathers, and their Queens 
its nurſing Mothers. And indeed without this, 


their power mult needs be look'd upon as of 
leſs account and eſteem, not worthy of that 


divine fountain from whence it riſes, nor tend- 


ing to any noble purpoſe, nor determining in 
any truly high and excellent event. For what 
are the trifling and petty intereſts and concernF 
ments of this ſhort periſhing life, or of this 


world it ſelf, that can fully deſerve or engage 


ſo great an authority in the purſuit or pre- 
ſervation of them ! This life it ſelf is only 


in order to a better and eternal one; and there- 


fore whatever power has the care and di- 
rection of this preſent time, plac'd under its 
authority, if it will anſwer its true deſign, 


| muſt have a due and main regard to what wall - 


come hereafter. 1 I 
Ap this our own wiſe and excellent go- 
vernors both in Church and State, have al- 
ways thought it their duty and their glory to 

do, as well as their beſt and trueſt intereſt. 
And, if it had not been for this, in all proba- 


* 
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bility, not only our own particular Church sxau. II. 
and Religion had long ſince periſh'd, and ler 
great Beauty of Holineſs been deftroy'd (which 
all the world, except ſome unworthy perſons 
who ſhould be her own members, admire and 
celebrate) but even Chriſtianity it ſelf had long 
ſince been loſt and funk away under the dregs 
of Hereſy, and Schiſm, of Atheiſm and Infi- 
delity. But rhe effectual laws of the State, 
and the ſevere and awful cenſures of the „%% ol | 
Church, both in their private and publick — | 
. councils, have often given a ſtop to the pro-; i 
pagation of prophaneneſs, and turn'd zhat to | 
the diſgrace and ſhame of ill-deſigning men, 
which otherwiſe would have been their pride 
and triumph, to corrupt and taint religion it 
ſelf with their own impurities. 


AnD as this is the great end and office of 


publick governments, ſo tis really of all pow- . 

er whatever, though moving within a more 0 
confin'a compaſs, and bounded within a nar- „ q 
rower ſphere : And 'tis the great guilt and 


fond negligence of any Superiors to ſuffer thoſe 15 
that live under them at any time to run riot, 1 
either in the practice, or principles of religion. . 
And Gop Himſelf has a ſtrict eye over them "-," — 
in this matter, and will demand a ſevere ac- * 
count of their abuſe or neglect of the power | hl 
and authority that he has given them, herc- ji 
after. Reaſon may argue long enough againſt = 
the prevalence of vice and error, and wit and = 
imagination may long enough paint and re- 


> Preſent 


60 A Fre ſervative againſt 
San. II. preſent the inconvenience and deformity of 
both: After all, 'tis Authority and Law that 
muſt govern humane nature, which is other- 
wiſe under no reſtraints, for the moſt part, 
any longer than till it can well tell how to 
break through and overcome them. Tis here 
then that men difcover a true and genuine 
zeal and concern for promoting, or preſerving 
the Honour of Gop and his Service, when 
they chiefly employ their power and autho- 
rity, as well as their reaſon and other abili- 
ties, in its protection and defence. 0 
Tuis the bad ſtate of the world ſtands in 
need of, and very much requires at preſent; 
and without this, where there is room and 
opportunity for it, we cannot be ſaid to an- 
ſwer the utmoſt intention and purpoſe of the 
Apoſtle's command and advice in my text, of 
contending earneſily for the faith which WAS once 
 deliver'd to the Saints. 
Wauircn faith, that we may all preſerve, 
keep pure, bale. and undefiPd, without ſpor, 
and blameleſs, Go p of his infinite mercy grant, 
for Jesvs CHRIS r his fake, to whom with 
the HoLY FATHER, and BLESSED SPI1- 
RIT, be aſcrib'd the Kingdom, Power, and — 
Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 1 
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RE AD E R. 


HAVE purpoſely added the next 
diſcourſe, having lately been in- 
rm d, that the Unhappy perſon, 
whom T have dealt a little ſeverely with 
in the former papers ( for which I need 
make no apology, he deſerves it) firſt 5 
fell off from his Chriſtian Faith, and the 
feriou ſne ſ of his profeſſion, to relieve 
and ſupport his indigence, and that from 


the hands of the enemies of all true re. x 
ligion; as thinking it not a bad exchange, 4 

to part with his ſoul for money, and to fi 

| barter blaſphemy for bread; and this f 
too chiefly amongſt the Jews, it ſeems, a 
very impolitick people certainly, thus to. b 
encourage | 
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To the RE AD E R. 
encourage and aſſiſt the higheſt affronts 
to. Chriſtianity within its own domini- 
ons; who may chance to feel the conſe- 
quences of this hereafter, whenever 


Chriſtians themſelves come once to be ſo 
much concern'd for the honour of their 
0W1 religion, as theſs men, its worſt 
enemies, and others are ſet with Jbight 


5 againſt it. 


But however that be, or whether D 
what I have heard be true in the pre- 


ſent inſtance or not, "tis yet infallibly cer - 


tain, that there lies no principle more 
at the root and foundation of Apoſtacy 


and Infidelity in general, than an ex- 
ceſſive deſire, love, and fondneſs for 


the advantages and enjoyments of this 
world! It was covetouſneſs, that, in 
bis own Apoſtle, betray'd to death the 
LoRD of Life himſelf; 3 and many a 


man has left his Chriſtianity behind him, 


to keep pace with the ſpeed of his own 


ſenſual deſires, and temporal ſecurity. 


And tis becauſe men are eſo loth to part 
with 
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with their luſts and paſſions, their en- 
ſual and irregular inclinations, that they 
are ſo unwilling to think a religion true, 

; that alarms and threatens them with a 
future and ſtrict account to be given for 


all theſe things ; and therefore are ever Eceleſ, xi, 


ready to make head againſt it them- F 
ſelves, and to cloſe in with the argu- 
ments, how weak ſoever, of « others mw 


fo that purpoſe. 


- There is no way therefore to put men 
upon a ſurer foundation of Standing true 
10 their Holy Chriſtian Faith, than ro : 
| acquaint them on what terms and con- 
_ ditions they firſt embrac'd it, what they 
muſt determine to quit and part with 
for it; what temptations of terrors and 
 allurements they will be fare to meet 
with in its way, and with what de- 
grees of firmneſs and reſolution of mind 
they muſt take care to fore-arm aud 
furniſh. themſelves againſt all theſe, if 
they would make good their firſt pre- 
_ fenſuons © For this removes the ground 


66 To the READER. 
f an after: fall, and cuts off and pre- 
vente the original occaſion of the moſt 
Fatal miſcarriage ; and to do this is the 
main, and indeed only arfy ou of the ag 
bowing n 


SRE. 
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SERMON II. 


PREACH'D 


Firſt before the UN IVERSIT 1, 


and ſome time after, at the : 
Reverend the Arch- deacon' 8 
VISITATION, at St. Ma- 
ry's, Oxon, October the ** 5 
1727. : 


— 


Luxs: xiv. 33. 


So likewiſe, whoſoever he be of you, 55 


that forſaketh not all that. he bath, : 
be cannot be my diſciple. : 


bag HI s Divine fantence- being de- Senn, 111: 
| liver'd by our Bleſſed Lo R D, in 
the ſtile and manner of compari- 
NF ſon, has a plain reference to what 
goes before it, and returns us back for a more 


full and clear underſtanding of it, to ſome of 


the foregoing verſes of this chapter; Where 


we find at che zych and 26th verſes, our S A- 
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Sex III. viouR CHRIS propoſes his doctrine to 
the numerous aſſembly that attended him, and 


acquaints them openly and freely, without re- 


ſerve, concealment, or diſguiſe, what preſent 


damage and diſadvantage they muſt incur and 
undergo in their embracing and purſuit of his 


religion; on what terms they muſt come into 


him, if they would do ſo, and that they muſt 


give up, and reſign all other the neareſt and 
deareſt objects of their affection for his ſake. 


If any man come to me, ſays our Lo Ro plain- 


ly, and hate not his father and mother, and 
2 wife, and children, and brethren and ſiſters, and 
his own life alſo, he cannot be my di ſciple 
That is, if a man does not Rule 
heart ſuch a calm and indifferent affection for 
all theſe his neareſt relations and intereſts, as 
to be ready to part with them all, and actually 
to do ſo, whenever the retaining them be- 
comes inconſiſtent with his duty to his great 
| Lomp and Maſter, it is to no purpoſe for 
that man to take on him the profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, which he can neither anſwer, nor 
make good under his preſent diſpoſition, and 
would be ſure to deſert and betray in time of 
5 temptation, or for his own advantage. 
AND therefore we find Cyrisr charges 
his hearers and followers to be well aware of 
this before-hand, and throughly to ſtate and 
eſtimate the degrees of their own ſtrength and 


reſolution in this matter, before ever they en- 


55 8580 in ſo very ſerious and i important a deſign. 
This 


ain in his 
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This he repreients and illuſtrates under a two- Sr. III. 
fold ſimilitude, that of a Builder, and of ho 
King going out to battel; who, if each of * 
them reſpectively ſhould not well conſider, and yer, 31, 
compute their charge and forces in the en- 
trance on their deſign, would be fain to quit 3 
it afterwards with loſs, and retreat with ſhame _ i 
and diſappointment both to their perſons and \ 
affairs. And then our LoRD comes and re- | 
peats what he had aſſerted and laid down be- A 
fore, as now more clearly eftabliſh'd, and en- 
for&d by the former compariſons; /o like= 
wiſe, ſays he, whoſoever he be of you, that 
 forſaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be 
my diſciple : He cannot be 0 ſincerely and 
| heartily at the beginning, nor will he ever 
continue ſo long, in times of N and 
5 difficulty. _— „ 
TRESE words of our Bleſſed Savon 17 il 
are by no means what they call a doctrine of ll 
perfection, as ſome men would very willingly N | 
perſwade us, according to the looſeneſs and in- 
difference of their own temper and inclina- 
tions to the practice of the duty it ſelf; but 
they are a matter of general and indiſpenſable 
obligation upon all men whatever, that take 
y upon them the profeſſion of Chriſtianity : For, 
 the'practice of this duty is not propos'd to a 
| few perſons only, as a pitch of higher virtue 
and more noble and * attainment, but as 1 
the very loweſt term and condition on which 1 
a common Chriſtian muſt proceed, and with- 
| YE | e out 1 
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A Preſervative again ſt 


SzRM. III. out which he cannot come up to, or maintain 
nis diſtinction and character. ä 


Nor were theſe words directed only to 


the Apoſtles and Diſciples, as to perſons of a 
more refin'd capacity or greater information, 
or higher aſſiſtances; but they were deliver'd 
to the promiſcuous multitude, to perſons of 
mean, groſs, and ſhallow underſtandings, of 
very narrow, and limited qualifications, and 
endowments of mind : For fo we are in- 
form'd at the 25th verſe, That there went 
great multitudes with him, and he turn d and 
| ſaid unto them, to them all together, we ſee, 
without difference or diſtinction; F any man 
come after me, and hate not his father and mo- 
ther, and ſo on, he cannot be my diſciple. And 
tis to the ſame Auditors, and in the train 
and continuance of the ſame diſcourſe, that 
Curisr reſumes and re-inforces the ſame 
doctrine in the words that I have here choſen : 
for my preſent Subject. 
IN diſcourſing on Which, my deſign and 


buſineſs ſhall be, in the Firſt place, to ex- 


plain what is here properly to be underſtood 
by forſaking all that a man has for the ſake 
of CHRIST. * 
 SeconDLY,I will al to make out 
the other Inconſiſtence of the contrary tem- 
per and diſpoſition to what our LorD here 


enjoins and requires of us, with the very name 


and profeſſion of Chr riſtianity: He cannot be 
* ** 
A ND 
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Ap Firſt, what is here properly to be Stan III. 
underſtood by for/aking all that a man has "VV 
for the ſake of CHRIST, and with what cau- 

tions and limitations, in point of reaſon and 

ö prudence, a man is oblig'd, or allow'd to pro- 

| cced about ſo difficult an inſtance of his duty: 
For when there appears a competition between 
a man's religious duty and his main worldly 


intereſt ; and when he is in general reſolv d ii] 
with himſelf, as every ſincere Chriſtian is, or '| 
ought to be,” that if both are not conſiſtent, — 


religion then ought to prevail, and carry the 
preference in his eſteem and conduct; 'tis a 
matter then of the laſt and greateſt concern- 
ment to him, that he be rightly inform'd in 
the particulars of his caſe. And as he can- 
not anſwer it to Gov, or his own conſci- 
ence, if he ſhould poſtpone his religion to his 
intereſt, how great ſoever, ſo neither can he 
account for it to his own reaſon and judg- 
ment, or thoſe of other men, if he ſhould 
throw up and ruin all his preſent advantages 
upon a raſh miſtaken Suppoſition of his du; = 
where, upon a due and diligent enquiry, he - 
might diſcover himſelf free from any ſuch 
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acred bond or obligation. i 
4s s little as this world is worth in com- 5 9 
FF pariſon of a better and future State, 'tis-how- ky _ j 

ever the beſt a man has at preſent, and that N 9 


upon which Go p and reaſon allow every man 
to caſt an eye of ſome regard, and by which 
a man is capable” of ſerving the great ends of 

Gov's 


A Preſervative againſt. 


Senn, III. Gop's providence, and his own duty: For 
it the preſent advantages and enjoyments of 


2 Sam, 


xXxiv. 24. 


our life were not worth our keeping, they 


could never be made a ſacrifice fit for Gop 
either to command or to accept. Twas King 
David's reaſoning and his pious reſolution in 
his treaty with Araunah the Jebuſite, that he 
would not offer a ſacrifice or burnt-offerings 
anto the LorD his GOD of that which coſt 
him nothing. And if a man would devote all 
his worldly and temporal intereſts in main- 
tenance of his conſcience, he no further gives 
a proof by his of his affection to Gop and 
his duty, than as he willingly parts with 
1 ſomething really valuable and dear to himſelf 
on the accounts of Gop and religion. For 
| what evidence of our love to God is it to 
give him that which we our ſelves deſpiſe, 
and are otherwiſe m_y to fling away upon 
all occaſions ? 


Wx ſee then, that when our Saviour 


in his Goſpel demands our temporal ſatisfaction 
and advantages to be given up a facrifice in 


the defence and ſupport of our duty and re- 


ligion, that he muſt allow in us a competent 
meaſure of eſteem and kindneſs for theſe things, 
as neceſſary to render them grateful and ac 
cepted to himſelf. And even he himſelf ac- 
| knowledges that the intereſts of this world 
are ſomething worth, both in themſelves, and 
with regard to us, becauſe he thinks it ne- 
ceſſary to propoſe | ſuch high returns to us in 
exchange, 
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exchange, and compenſation for them in his SrRAu. III. 


Goſpel, Mak ana "nl 

Bur now, ſince we find that both religi- 1 
on and reaſon allow and ſuppoſe our temporal il 
| advantages to carry a conſiderable worth and 1 
( weight of value in them, as being indeed our | 
; beſt things, with regard to the preſent life, | 
| and whilſt we continue in this ſtare highly | 
I needful for us, and for our better ſupport : 
A and happineſs in our paſſage through this j 
world, upon this account a man is both per- 2F 
1 mitted and required, in reaſon and conſcience, i 


When the conteſt lies between his intereſt and 
his duty, to proceed with all warineſs, tender- 
neſs, and caution, with all prudential care and 
concern in his enquiry into the merits and 
importance of the controverſy before him. 
And as long as he allows and reſolves the ba- 
lance ſhall turn on the fide of religion at laſt, 1 
if the right be there, and admits no corrupt 1 
biaſs from preſent intereſt upon his thoughts, 


n 
— — ay 


— 
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nor ſuffers any by - reſpects, nor partial re- f 

J flections, to mingle with his reaſonings and 5 

cC.onſultations, there is, and can be no danger 1 

/ at all, as to the iſſue of his debate and deter- | = 

J minations. If he ſhould give up the world, ' 
1 and even his very life it ſelf a facrifice and of? 
1 fering to his duty, upon a miſtaken reaſoning, = 4 
yet as long as he does it upon the beſt and ex- 1 

acteſt enquiry that a wiſe and good man could i 

make in his condition and circumſtances, ge | 

| fufers indeed, 'tis true, when upon a clearer | 


M uin = 
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Sim, Ur information he needed not to have done ſo, but 


he ſhall not fail of his reward and crown of 


righteouſneſs for his doing ſo, becauſe, accord- 
ing to his notices and apprehenſion of things, 


it was neceſſary for him he ſhould do fo. 


Bur Gop Almighty did not make hu- 


mane nature fond and deſirous of ſufferings, 
and therefore we may decline them, as far as 
we are able with innocence. But he that runs 
himſelf forward, without prudence, thought, 
or a reaſonable enquiry upon a ſuffering ſtate, 
out of I know not what blind, precipitant, 
- miſtaken zeal, though ſeemingly pious and af- 
fectionate, if he be excus'd for his imprudence 
in this caſe, tis as much as he ought in reaſon 
to expect; but he can claim no reward for 
any religious ſufferings at the hand of Gop, 
| | becauſe they are not wiſe and reaſonable. 
rler v. Gop himſelf, as we read, has no pleaſure in 


— ele v. | fools, and he that offers FREY a blind ſacrifice 


as this I mention'd, offers a fool's ſacrifice, 


without thought, and religious information ; 
and draws only a needleſs e upon his own 

advantages. 
Bor then, in the Firſt 8 when, up- 
on a due compariſon, and full conſideration 
of arguments on every ſide, a man is con- 
vinc'd and ſees clearly, that the retention and 
ſecurity of his worldly intereſts cannot be 

had or maintain'd without a direct violation of 
his conſcience, of his Loyalty to Gop and 


his Bleſſed SAVIOU Ry there to quit and part 
with 


r 
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with all for his duty, even with his very life Szzm.111, 
it ſelf, 'tis the glory of his wiſdom, and the x Sa 
victory and triumph of his Faith. Nor, if * 
does this with ſome reluctance and regret, ſhall 
that change the nature, or abate thedegrees of 

his Heroic piety, nor take off from the great- 
neſs of his future reward; becauſe he ſtill pro- 
ceeds with a free determination of his will up- 
on the beſt convictions of his judgment, and 
with an eſteem and reverence towards Almigh- 
ty Gop ſuperiour to all other conſiderations 
whatſoever. 

AND tis this that Gon expects from men, 

and what he will faithfully reward them for. 

And as for thoſe little hanberings of affect ion 
ſtill cowards the world, which cauſe ſome un- 

. eaſineſs and ſoreneſs in our minds on this oc- 
caſion, theſe are either quite innocent, becauſe 
they are unavoidable, or elſe they are real ad- 
vantages to the virtue and acceptance of our 
ſuffering piety, and will be a means of enhan- 
ſing our future recompence. For thoſe in- 

1 Afſtances of our Faith and Piety, which we per- 
form with the dutiful conſent of our will 
againſt ſuch temptations of regret and uneaſi- 
neſs in our preſent nature, ſhall have an ad- 

vantage of glory and reward her cafrer, for this 
reaſon, becauſe we exerciſe them in contempt | 
and neglect of greater oppoſition, and more 
powerful diſcouragements. But then this 1s 
not all; for, 
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ence, and our allegiance to our duty, but even 


diſpute of our reaſon, and we can come to 
no reſolution, whether we can innocently hold 
to the world or not; even in that caſe we are 


A Pre ſervative againſt 


S:CoNnDLY, Not only where the world 
and its comforts are certainly and clearly irre- 
concilable and inconſiſtent with our conſci- 


when the matter is doubtful and ſtill under the 


bound to let it go; and that, though the 


_ doubts be even and equal on both ſides of the 
debate, much more then, if the advantage. of 
argument lies ſtrongeſt on the fide of Reli- 


in that caſe, if we quit our worldly advantages, 
we are ſure we do not ſin; but if we keep any 
thing of that nature, whilſt with any reaſon 
we queſtion whether we lawfully can, or not, 


then, if we will take St. Paul's word for it, 
Rom. x xiv. 


23. 


gion. I ſay, though the doubts be equal; for 


we are guilty; becauſe whatſoever is not of faith 


is fin; that is, whatſoever a man does of this 
nature, and with theſe circumſtances, without 


a due perſwaſion and reſolution of mind con- 


cerning the perfect lawfulneſs of it, he cer- 
tainly ſins in doing ſo; and that is an argu- 
ment in general, and I think a very ſufficient 

one to reſolve the e caſe 1 have been : 


nov inſiſting on. 


Bur then, Thirdly, if a man is well ſatis- = 
- fiedwithin himſelf, upon juſt and impartial con- 
ſideration, that, "when the controverſy riſes 


between his religion and his worldly intereſts, 


| he my with very good reaſon reconcile them 


both, 
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both, and retain both very ſafely without claſh- SxuM. 111. 
ing; then any other perſon's diſſatisfaction in "V 
this caſe, or his acting differently, is no good 
reaſon why the former perſon ſhould con- 
demn himſelf, or be condemn'd by others. 
Why ſhould my liberty be judg d of by another 1 Cor. x. 
man's conſcience ? ſays St. Paul; he ſpeaks it 29. 
in another caſe indeed, but very applicable to 
JT the preſent one in this good ſenſe; why ſhould 
I be cenſur'd and traduc'd for a practice, in 
9 which I am fatisfied of the reaſonableneſs and 
J lawfulneſs of it, becauſe another man is of a 
different perſwaſion, and therefore takes a ve- 

ry diſſerent courſe himſelf ? Every man's own 

- mind muſt be the immediate guide of his own 
actions, and muſt anſwer for them; and, in 
matters of diſpute, it may form different de- 

' terminations anſwerable to the various light it 
receives, and the ſeveral degrees of evidence, 
abour the ſame affair. * | 

WI know, or at leaſt reaſonably RE. 
ritably ſuppoſe it has been ſo, in a remarkable 

caſe amongſt our ſelves ; I mean that of oaths 
upon forfeiture enjoin'd us by the government, 

and for its own ſecurity. Whereby many have 
ſuffer'd in their temporal intereſts, whilſt they 

rgfus'd ſubmiſſion to them; and others, no 1 
queſtion, have yielded to their obligation with — | 

a juſt ſincerity and innocence, and without 
guilt or {ſinful prevarication with their own | — 

conſciences. In this and other like caſes, I 

Think, St. PauPs manner of determination [ 

would | 
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78 A Preſervative againſt 
Senn, III. would be of great and general uſe, and well 
become us all, and prevent ill ſurmiſes and 
Rom. xiv. ſuſpicions of one another: Let not him that 
3. ſweareth deſpiſe him that ſweareth not; and 

let not him that ſweareth not judge him that 
ſweareth. The perſon that cannot comply in 
ſuch a caſe, we ought not to refle& upon, or 

_ deſpiſe, as weak and filly, of a ſcrupulous and 
| ſuperſtitious conſcience : And, on the other 
ſide, he that can comply, let him not be cen- 
{ur 4 as a bold, raſh, incogitant, temporizing 


2 iv. ſinner: For Almighty Gop, the judge of all 


men, may receive and approve of both, as act- 
ing upon a truly conſcientious, though a very 
different principle. And thus the caſe ſtands, 
as I have ſtated it, in a controverſy and com- 
petition between our temporal advantages and 
our conſcience in matters of a known, or ſuſ- 
pected unlawfulneſs : In which caſe we act like 
truly religious men, and ſhall be rewarded for 
it, whatſoever loſs or diſintereſt we may ſuſtain 
at preſent, in refuſing our compliance to a fin: 
ful action, or what we are not ſure is not ſo. 


Bur then, Fourthly, let us be careful not 


to deceive our ſelves in a matter of ſuch very 

near importance and concernment to us, as the 
reſigning all our worldly advantages muſt 

needs be. This is a point well worth our ut- 
moſt caution and deliberation, that we do it 

right, not fancying or imagining with our ſelves 
we act upon a religious principle, when indeed 
wie do not; and yet this may be really the 
caſe 
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caſe with us, as well as it may have been ma- SEN. III. 


ny times with others before us. For there are 
many fide views and oblique reſpects, that in- 
ſinuate themſelves into our minds, that we are 
| ſometimes hardly aware of our ſelves, which 


yet, if we did not by a general dilapprobation 


reject, and diſallow, would be apt to infect and 


mar the glory and virtue of our very beſt 
actions. And if any of theſe ſhould happen ſo far 
to prevail within us, as to the main influencing 


principles of our acting, our reward from re- 
ligion in that caſe would be ſuſpended, and 
we mult be left to take any other that the 
nature and tendency of the action it ſelf, bare- 


| ly conſider'd as ſuch, could ſupply us with. 
Tu us, if a meer notion of proud honour 


or oſtentation, if a principle of diſdainful in- 


compliance, if a ſpur of furious and incon- 


ſiderate zeal for, or againſt a thing, be the 
predominant over-ruling principle of our ſtand- 


ing out or ſuffering in a cauſe, however good, 


under theſe circumſtances, we may have our 
reward indeed, as our Saviour tells us; but Matth. vi. 


tis not from Gop! s favour aſſigning it to us, 


nor is it any ſpecial argument of his acceptance 
or approbation. We have known that a ſtur- 


2, 


dy humour from natural temper, or the pride 


of a good cauſe, will very often put on the 


ſemblance of conſcience, and are often miſta- 
ken for it : And therein ſeems to me to be 
the difference in ſuffering between ſome of our 


modern confeſlors, and thoſe much greater, and 
— IO COT 32 * 
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Senn. III. far better of former times; who, in the meek- 


13. 


N iii, 16% of wiſdom, ſubmitted to the injuries of men, 


and were ſupported under them, not by ahaugh- ; 
ty highneſs of ſpirit, nor by the vain noiſe and 


applauſes of the multitude, but by the ſilent 


Iſai. lyii, 
3 


and comfortable reflections on their own ſin- 


cerity and innocence, and by the gracious in- 


fluences of Gop's Holy Spirit deſcending on 
them, and always ready at hand to revive and 


ſtrengthen the ſouls of humble good men, un- 
der their ſoreſt ſufferings at 7 time for his 


= own and righteouſneſs ſake. 


I nave thus far endeavour'd to explain 


what i is ſtrictly and properly here intended by 
a a man's forſaking all for the ſake of CHRIST; 


in what caſes he is actually oblig'd and bound 


to do ſo; and with what conduct and caution 
he is allow'd, and indeed requir'd to proceed 
in this matter, of ſo great moment and impor- 
tance to himſelf; and that he take care he be 
not miſtaken in the real principle of his act- 
ing or ſuffering in this kind. 


TREsE that I have abs a the 


caſes wherein we are indiſpenſably bound actu- 
ally to quit the world, and all its intereſts, 
and relations, becauſe we cannot retain them 


without being actually guilty of a ſin. And 


in that ſenſe alone our Saviour's aſſertion 
in my text, can hold univerſally true as to the 
outward act it ſelf; becauſe tis certain that 
the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity is ozberwi/e well 
cConſiſtent with the comfortable circumſtances 


ot 
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rity. For Godlineſs, we are inform'd, has the 


come, and therefore cannot be thought incon- 


ſiſtent with the completion of thoſe promiſes : 
Nor does the obligation of forſaking all that 
a man has, as to the outward act of it, reach 


every man, at all times of his life; and per- 


haps ſome perſons never at all, not ſo much as 
once in their whole courſe of life ; for they 
may come under no temiptation of ſo ſevere a 
trial, and yet may proſper in the world, and 
go out of it too, in the true faith and obedi⸗ 
ence of their bleſſed Maſter; and after a plea- 
fant and proſperous life here, be receiv'd at 
laſt into the joy of their LORD. So that 
this general pronuntiation of our Bleſſed 8 a- 
VIOUR, that whoſoever he be of us that for- 
ſaleth not all that he hath, he cannot be his diſs 


ciple, muſt in neceſſary dann admit of this li- 


mitation, he that does not actually forſake all, 
when he can no longer keep it with 1 innocence, 5 
and the preſervation of his duty. And this is 
the great rule for men to judge and determine 
by, how far, and how long the poſſeſſion and 
enjoyment of the good things of this life are 
in conſcience allow'd and lawful, and where 
and when they ceaſe to be ſo. | 


Bur then, there is a more inward and pi 


ritual ſenſe and meaning of this our Lo RD's 
aſſertion, which lays hold on every Chriſtian's 
conſcience, : and at all times, and perioas, and in 

hat- 


8 
of this life, and a fulneſs of Temporal Proſpe- Sean III. 


ae] 
1 Tim. iv. 
promiſes of this life, as well as of that whichs is to 8. 
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.A Preſervative againſt 


Senn. III. whatſoever ſtate, or condition, or circum- 
"ſtances he may be. And it is this, that, 


whatſoever a man's outward poſſeſſions may 
be, he ſhould take care in the mean time to 


_ preſerve his mind within, under a due regula- 
tion, and his affections always ſo free and in- 
different to theſe things, that he be ready, 


whenever call'd to it, to offer up all at the 


feet of CurisrT, his great Lorp and Ma- 


ter, and ſubmit to the loſs of all, that he may 
not forfeit his intereſt in Gop's favour. Any 


greater degree of love to this world than is 

conſiſtent with this free temper and diſpoſition 
of ſoul, enclin'd and ready to part with all, 
whenever Gop by the diſpenſations of his 


providence may call for it, 'tis certain, is not 
reconcilable with being a true diſciple of 


 CurirsrT, becauſe it ſtands in direct oppoſi- 


1 Joh. ii. 


| 15. 


James iv. 
4 


tion to the love of Gop. For if any man 


love the world in this degree, the Love of the 
Father is not in him; and the friendſhip o f this 
World is enmity with GoD; and he that is an 


enemy to the FATHER, we are ſure, can never 
be a diſciple to the Son. 


Ts true indeed, the outward cen | 


of a man's Aeon for his Relations and In- 
tereſts in this world, may be made with more 
ardent addreſſes and careſſes, and may carry a 


much greater appearing paſſion and fervour of 


2eal with them for the preſent, than what 
perhaps he can always expreſs towards the 
great — of his ä and devout af- 


fections. 
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fections. But if at the ſame time a man keeps Sexm. III. 
up and maintains within his ſoul a deep and . 
fundamental eſteem and reverence for Gop 
and his holy will, and in the laſt and fulleſt 
reſolution of his judgment, does give the pre- 
ference to his duty above all his other intereſts, 1 
tis certain that man loves Go p better than he N 
does all other things, and would deſert and 1 
Forſale all for his ſake; even Father, and Mother, 
and Wife, and Children, and Houſes and Lands, 
or any thing elle on his account, tho”, at the ſame 
time, he does not appear to embrace the ſupreme 
good with ſo great and ſenſible a warmth of his 
ſeofter paſſions; which in all perſons is not 
a gually a duty to do, becauſe not equally poſ- 
ſible in all, nor perhaps in it ſelf is it more no- 
ble and excellent than that true reaſonable love 
founded more ſteadily upon judgment andeſteem. 
Tuts then is the ſum of what reflections 
I have hitherto made upon this ſubject, That 
our actual and outward obedience to this 
doctrine of CHRIST, as he requires us to 
| forſake all for his name, can only be occaſional, 
and that to certain perſons, and at certain 
times, whenſoever, and upon whom ſo ſevere 
a trial by Gop's providence may fall. But that 
the inward readineſs, diſpoſition and reſolution _ 
of our hearts and minds towards it, ought to be 
conſtant and perpetual, becauſe without this no 
man can be a ſincere and hearty Chriſtian. 
Bur this is what will appear more fully yet 
under the Second, and only particular that 
J N 2 remains 


— a "OE 2 p . 
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A Preſervative againf 


Szxm. III. remains yet to be ſpoken to. To which there- 
fore I now proceed, namely, to make out the 


utter inconfiſtence of the contrary diſpoſition 

to what our Lord here requires in my text 
with the very being and true profeſſion of 
_ Chriſtianity it ſelf; He cannot be my diſciple ; 
FirsT, Becauſe that temper and conftitu- 


tion of mind, which would prevail with men | 


to prefer any temporary intereſt to their Religi- 


odus duty, contradicts the Goſpel of CHRIS r 


in its main and principal deſign, which is to 
take men off from a fondneſs for this world, 


that the power of Divine love may prevail 


within their hearts, and be * to all 

other affections whatſoever. 4 
_  SEcoxNnDLyY, It contradicts our Lende 
own pattern and example in the greateſt and 
chiefeſt lines and inſtances of it, and therefore 
cannot be the mark of his ee. 
© TrinDLy, It ſtands in direct oppoſition 

to his moſt important precepts; how then is 
it poflible, it ſhould be under his diſcipline? 


FovRTHLYyY and Laſtly, It renders our 
| obedience perfectly precarious, caſting and 
leaving it upon the hazard of times and for- 


tune, and ſo endangers our perſeverance in our - 
duty, which CHRIST moſt requires in a Di/- 

 eiple of his, and without which all that he has Ef 

: taught us can avail us nothing. - 

 AnD here, Firſt, it contr adicts and chwarts 

the Goſpel of CHRIS in its main and prin- 

cipal deſign, n is to cure man's 9 
Sg ne $ 
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neſs for this world, and to remove and raiſe SEN. III. 
their affections above it, that the Love of WVY 
Gop may be the prevailing principle within 
their hearts. The End of the Divine command-" Tim. i. 
ment is charity out of a pure heart. The very CL 
drift and aim of the Evangelical inſtitution is a 
to refine and purify the ſouls of men from groſs 
and carnal loves, and to direct and lead them . 
to the true and worthy object of their deſires. — 
And if the Goſpel of CHRIST do not his 1 
within us, it indeed does nothing: If it leaves '1 
men under the ſame pollution it found them 1 
in, engag'd on low and mean deſigns, fix'd | 
and groveling on the earth, and ſetting up to — 
themſelves poor, little, trivial, ſecular inte- 
reſts, as the great Idols of their heart, and 
adoration, then it quite fails and ſinks from its 
noble and ſublime pretences, nor does it at all 
riſe above the performance of vulgar Philoſo- 
pby. For the wiſe men and the ſages of the 
world, both antient and modern, knew well i 
enough that there was a great diſorder within | 
the ſouls of men, which way ſoever they i 
came by it, and a deep revolt and averſation 
fttom the ſupreme Good; but how to cure + 
| this, and reſtore the mind to its original Recti- 
| tude and Perfection, was a matter above th 
Skill of their moſt refin'd and exalted Theories 
But now this the Goſpel of Chriſt undertakes — 
to do, and actually performs, where it is per- | 
mitted to have its due courſe, effect and in- | 
——_ * 8 ſuch diſcoveries of 4 
an 
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5. 
Jer. xxxi. 


14. 25. 
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SxxM. III. and perfection in the Divine Nature, that are 


enough to fill the Souls of men, to fatisfy 
Pfal. lxiii. them as with marrow and fatneſs, and to ſa- 


tiate them with the goodneſs of the LoR p, as 
the Holy Prophets in their divine raptures 


delight often to expreſs themſelves. 


Anp this muſt neceſſarily ſhur out and 
prevent all other claims to our heart and af- 
fections, in oppoſition to it ſelf, as an uſurpa- 
tion upon the right order of nature, and highly 
injurious to the diCtates and intereſts of all 
true religion and right reaſon it ſelf. All 


deſires and inclinations therefore that riſe 
within us, and pretend to rival our obliga- 
tions to Almighty Gop, and our duty, are 
ſeo many irregular declenſions from the true ori- 


ginal ſtate of mind and ſoul, in which Gop © | 


made man at the firſt ; the maintenance or 
recovery of which, as it is our perfection, 5 


will only preſerve us and our intereſt in his fa- 


vour; and the contrary muſt for ever leave 


us the objects of Divine diſpleaſure, rejection, 5 


Rom. viii. 


and averſation for ever. Therefore 'tis the 


Apoſtle tells us, that the Carnal mind is enmi- 


ty with God, tis neither ſubjet to the law of 


GoD, nor ao! e can be, that is, while it con- 
tinues under its preſent diſorder. And if ſo, 


then we ſee the reaſon why the preference 
at any time of a wordly intereſt to the Love 
of CurisrT, and his commandments, muſt 


ever be eſteem'd ſuch a fundamental flaw in 
the temper of a man's ſoul, that no ſinceri- 
ST 55 
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 SeconDLy, It contradicts our Lor D's 
own pattern and example 1n the very chiefeſt 


lines and inſtances of it, and therefore 'tis the 
moſt diſtant from the true mark of his Di 
ciple. For his whole life and demeanour ſeem 

ſtudiouſly to have declin'd any union or mix- 


87 
ty, or ſoundneſs of Chriſtian Profeſſion or Diſ- Szxm. III. 
cipline can ſubſiſt in conjunction with it. 


ture with the pleaſures or advantages of this 
preſent world: As if he had look'd upon 


them as the worſt enemies to his ſpiritual 
and heavenly deſign; and therefore he kept 
himſelf, as it were, at a perpetual ſtrife and 


combat with the world, and, as he himſelf _ 


tells his diſciples at laſt, had quite overcome it. Joh, xvi: 
He not only choſe to live without the uſual - 
ſolaces and entertainments of art and nature, 


but eſpous'd and ſubmitted to the ſaddeſt diſ- 
aſters, and ſevereſt circumſtances of a deſerted, 
Pn and ſuffering ſtate. 
Ap does this then become a Chriſtian ? ? 


one who pretends and profeſſes to admire, to 


love, to imitate nothing more in his Bleſſed 


Mäaaſter, than his chearful embracing, and his 
patient ſubmiſſion to the Croſs, to run from 
this Croſs himſelf at any time, and to leave 
his duty and profeſſion behind him? and to 


be ſure only to take care of one, and of this 
one main point, his worldly intereſt, whatever 


comes of it, though to the utter diſparage- 
ment of himſelf and his moſt Holy Faith? 


The authority and relation of a Maſter does 
naturallß 


Freſervative againſt 


Sexn. III. naturally engage the imitation of thoſe that 


ae truly under his diſcipline; ſo far ſome- 


times, as to take into themſelves his real de- 
feats and blemiſhes too. And if the Pious 
awe and reverence we pretend to have for 


our Heavenly Maſter and Inſtructor, while 
we carry his name about us, will not prevail 

with us to admit the true ſtamp and impreſs 
of his Divine Virtues upon our minds, to 


what purpoſe then do we talk of his excel- 


lences, and point at, and admire the copy of 


that Divine Perfection that he has laid be · 
fore us? 5 


VPirg. En. 


— Ub; nun nobis Deus ille magiſer 
| Nequicquam Memoratus ? mn—_ _ 


Why do we take into our minds and mouths 


the vain thought or mention of ſuch a great 


and divine example, when we will not endea- - 
vour to be like it? And yet this is the caſe of 
_ every traiterous hypocritical Profeſſor, who talks 
highly of his SaviouR's ſublime and hea- 
venly life, and yet is ready to turn away his 
oven face from it, upon every occaſion, for 
the purſuit and ſecurity of a ſordid, tempo- 
rary intereſt. Which evil temper of foul We 


may conſider, 


IN the Third place, that it ſtands in direct 


oppoſition to the moſt i important precepts of 
the Goſpel, and then tis impoſſible it ſhould 
be under the direction of CHRIS 's moſt 
Holy Diſcipline. | For the DoGtrine of the 


Goſpel 
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Goſpel may, by a peculiar force and Emphaſis, Sun. III. 
be ſtil'd the Doctrine of the Croſs, inaſmuch . 

as it takes upon it nothing more than the de- 

nial of our ſelves, and the contradiction, ſome- 
times, of even our moſt innocent affections, | 
and deſires, when they abate, or ſlacken our | 

regard to, or ſtand in the way of our duty; 

much more then does it oblige us to renounce 
our ſinful ones, which ſo directly and imme- 
diately thwart and oppoſe it. He that rakes Luke ix, | 
not up his croſs and follows me, cannot be my... 


Diſciple, ſays our Bleſſed Lo RD. And if thy Luke xiv, 
right hand or right eye offend thee, cut off the 7 Marth, 
one, and Pluck out the other. If the deareſt viii. 8,9. 
and moſt intimate objects of our affection, as LL 
near and tender to us as the very parts of our = 
natural frame and compoſition, the very mem 
bers of our body; if theſe prove the occaſions — 
of a fin to us, which we can hardly. avoid, 
while they continue with us, though we | 
cannot part with them without the utmoſt 
pain and violence to our preſent nature, yet || 
off with them we muſt, we muſt fever them 
for ever from us, there is no remedy, with- | 
out our utmoſt ruin. There mult be for ever | 
a divorce between them and us, left, by pre- 
| ſerving a part, we run the whole upon a deſ- 
perate and everlaſting deſtruction. 
Wx ſee then here, that our —_ 
viour's law admits of no excuſe, or reſerve, _ | 
in caſe of uneaſineſs, of difficulty, of nearneſs 
of region, of conjunction, or the like, and 


there- 
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Sera, III. therefore we muſt allow of none. For that 
demands an entire ſeparation of our wills from 
whatever may draw us under his diſpleaſure, 
though it be even that, upon which all our 
preſent eaſe, our ſupport, our worldly com- 
| fort do entirely depend. 
HE therefore that ſhall venture upon 3 a 
bold and plain violation of his conſcience to 
ſecure or advance his preſent fading, tempo- 
rary deſigns or intereſts, has either forgotten 
that he is a Chriſtian, or elſe knows not 

what that great and worthy Name imports. 
Nor let a man vainly think with himſelf, that 

if he may be allow'd for once to ſtep a little 


prevaricate a little with his conſcience, only for 
one ſingle turn or ſo, to maintain and promote 
his own worldly laſting advantages, he will 

then do better, and be more careful hereafter; 
and when he has once provided for the pre- 
ſent difficulty, he will then turn and repent, 

and go on for the future in the plain courſe of 
his duty, with greater diligence, and make 
amends for his former tranſgreſſions: It may 
be, O man, whoſoever thou art that thus 
te Go and thy felf, that this is the ve- 


out of the way, a little aſide from his duty, and FF 


ry time, the only occaſion that Go p's Pro. 


vidence has appointed thee to enter the liſts, 


and to ſtand the fiery trial, and that thou ſhalt 
never again be thoughr monks. of another; 
that now the eyes of heaven and carth, of 
Gop, Angels and Men are upon thee, to ob- 
: Rs : ſerve. 


* 
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ſerve and mark the iſſue of the combat aſſign'd Szxw. III. 
thee, and that, if thou ſhalt now fart aſide WY. 
like a broken bow, thou ſhalt then be rejected 
as a Renagado for ever, notwithſtanding thy 
after ſeeming piety! 
Wx know who has told us, that dvr i. Matth. 
8 541 deny him before men, that is, ſhall renounce x 33. 
| his obedience to avoid preſent loſs or ſhame, 
he ſhall be deny'd himſelf in the preſence of 
| Gop and of his Holy Angels: We are not | 
told whether upon the Firſt, or an after de- 5 
nial; but this however, I think, may very 2 
ay and ſafely be aſſerted, and with the 
beſt reaſon maintain'd, that 'tis impoſſible a 
man ſhould ever repent ſincerely and effeftual- 
| ly of but one ſuch baſe act of prevarication, 
till he fling up and totally reſign all manner of 
profits or advantages that he ever fav'd, '- 
procur'd by it; for they are the price of the — xxvii, 
blood of conſcience, and the purchaſe of ini- . 
quity, and not be retain'd : and Judas we. 4% A 4 7 


| know did all this and more, and yet was not 
accepted as a penitent. 


| 
So very clear, ſo ſtrong, lo 8 8 : 


i 
N 
o 
4 
* 


the injunctions and intimations of our bleſſed 
Lon p againſt this one groſs ſin of zempo- 
rixing, of cloſing with the World againſt 
| himſelf and our own duty, that a man 
muſt be either an Atheiſt, or, Which is as 
bad, a Hypocrite, that dares maintain a | 
| principle and inclination in his mind; much 
leſs can he then a practice in his life, in 


O02 contemp 


92 A Preferyative againſt 


' Sexx. III. contempt or evaſion of their ſtrong and Divine 

Authority. 

FoUuRTHLY, and to conclude, Such a 
| baſe, diſingenuous and revolting temper of 
Soul as this which I have been here deſcrib- 
ing, renders our obedience perfectly precarious 
and uncertain, caſting and leaving it upon the 
chance and hazard of times and fortune; and 
ſo endangers our perſeverance in our duty, 


which CHRAISH moſt requires in a Diſciple 
of is, and without which, all that he has 
Rev. ii. 10. taught us can avail us nothing. Be faithful 
unto death, ſays our Bleſſed Lo RD from hea- 
ven, and I will give thee the crown of life. But, 
how can that man be faithful! when the on- 
ly means intended to approve his faith and 
virtue, the trials and temptations which he 


infallibly and continually overthrow him, and 


that he ſtands at any time, is only owing to the 
abſence of a Temptation; let that be preſent 
and ſtrong enough, either to work upon his 
hopes, or to excite his fears, and his virtue and 
reſolution yield and give way immediately, and 
„ reel off into the embraces of his preſent in- 
Prov. tereſt, Such a man's ſpirit is like a city with- 
E - BY 28, out walls, as Solomon well compares it, liable 
| do be invaded, and to become the prey and = 
| property of the firſt aſſault, 
Bur is this, think we, the true ſlate and 
temper of a Chriſtian? What is there requir d 


o 
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meets with in the courſe of Providence, muſt : 


prove the occaſion of his foul Apoſtacy : - 
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to that Character more than a firmneſs, and SAM. III. 
fulneſs, and hardineſs of ſoul equal to the dE 
gers and difficulties trom the Enemy, which 
he muſt be ſure to encounter and overcome, in 
the courſe and progreſs of his ſpiritual warfare. 
But now he that leans in the prevailing incli- 
nations of his mind to this world and his ſe- 
cular intereſt, is of a party with the enemies 
of his religion, and has lodg'd and harbour'd a 
principle within him, that, upon the firſt pro- 
Poſal of a ſeemingly ſufficient and advantage- 
ous return, would not only betray and deſert 
his Chriſtian Faith, but, if it were poſſible, 
even give up the very Author and founder of 
it to a new contempt and perſecution. LO. 
Tulsõ is the frail, tottering, unhappy State : 1 
of that man's virtue and religion, who loves — 
the preſent world, and yet calls himſelf Aa | 
Diſciple of the Faith of Günter, 0 
which there are no two conditions ſurely that | 
draw more contrary ways, or are found leſs | 
cConſiſtent with each other in the Event and 
End. In order therefore to reſcue our ſelves, | 
N and for our deliverance from this miſerabe | 
| a Spirit of infirmity, under which a man is thus 4 


bent and how'd down to the earth, and cannot Luke xiij» 


Lift up himſelf; or at leaſt the more effectually ''- 
to preſerve our ſelves from falling under it, 


we ſhould often endeavour by cloſe, earneſt, 
' ſerious, and devout reflections, to give the 55 
powers of the world to come, a free and full — 
ſcope and influence upon our minds, and be | 
very careful to reduce our opinions of the 5 
; ent 
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Sx. III. ſent and future State to a truer eſtimate. And 
then we muſt neceſſarily fink and abate in our 

eſteem of this world's advantages, how great 
ſoever, when we have once our faith quicken'd 

and enliven'd, and our hearts powerfully af- 
1 Pet. v. i. fected with che proſpect of the glory to be 
reveal'd hereafter. Then we ſhould find our 
fouls rais'd and exalted above this vain and 

_ tranſitory world, above all the temprations, 


the pleaſures and terrors of it : Whilſt, with - 


the Holy Prophets, and Apoſtles, and Saints 
dor. iv. of Gop, of old, we loo not at the things 
1. that are ſeen, and are temporal, but at the things 
that are not ſeen, unleſs with the eye of faith 
alone, and are Eternal. To which moſt Bleſſed 


iS rer. i. 4 and moſt Glorious State, an inheritance incor-—- 


ruptible and undefil d, Gop of his infinite 


mercy bring us all, through the Grace and | 
Merits of our Lens Güsen, %o 
Whom with the BLESSED FaTHER, and 


| HoLy SIRIx, be aſcrib'd here, and through- 
. viv. out all the Churches of the Saints, all Honour, 
83- Praiſe, and — now and for evermore. 
Amen. N 


2 be Peace of Gov, awhich paſſeth all under- 


 flanding, keep our hearts and minds in the . 


knowledge and love of Gon, and of his : 
Son Jesvs CHRIST our LoRD; and 


the bleſſing of Go Almighty, the Fa : 


THER, theSON, and the HouyGuosr, 
be amongſt us, aud remain With us always. 
"Amen. © ' 
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